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Mickey Rooney’s Tabas Hotel
It wasn’t in business very long – about 15 years – but anyone
who regularly traveled along Lancaster Avenue east of
Downingtown will remember Mickey Rooney’s large face
with green hat affixed to the Tabas Hotel. Rooney didn’t
own the hotel (though he may have owned a few shares). It
was owned by brothers Daniel and Charles Tabas who
opened the hotel in March 1981.
Daniel Tabas met Rooney in England during World War Two.
Years later, when Rooney was performing at the Valley Forge
Music Fair, he came to see the Tabas’ at their Downingtown
Inn and Resort (where Brandywine Square Shopping Center
is now located) and from that point forward Rooney’s name
became associated with the Tabas family.
In 1976, the Tabas’ relinquished the Downingtown Inn’s
operation and management to Ramada but remained the
largest shareholders (in 1983 the family sold their shares in
the Inn in exchange for Ramada stock). When they built
their Tabas Hotel across Lancaster Avenue, Rooney’s name
was used to promote it (including two large wooden
caricatures on the south and west sides of the hotel). After
that, Rooney made frequent appearances in Downingtown.
Similar to the Downingtown Inn (which we hope to write
about in the future) the Tabas Hotel was a destination resort
or “vacation hotel.” It had 358 rooms and a 500-seat dinner
theater that featured the likes of Robert Goulet and Frankie
Avalon. On site amenities included a restaurant called
Daniels, bowling alleys, movie theater, video arcade, pool
tables, swimming pools, saunas, indoor and outdoor tennis
courts, and an indoor sports center where visitors could play
shuffleboard, miniature golf, basketball, ping pong, and
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volleyball. The hotel also marketed its access
to local golf courses. It’s promotional
materials noted local sightseeing, shopping
and attractions including the Downingtown
Farmer’s Market (which was also owned by the
Tabas’), Longwood Gardens, Valley Forge
National Park, the Reading Outlets, and Amish
Country.
Though successful early on, this type of hotel
soon fell out of favor with vacationers. As was
noted in one paper, “…people don’t go to
Downingtown for the weekend anymore.” In
1994 the Downingtown Inn closed and was
torn down. Two years later the Tabas Hotel
closed. The Tabas family also sold the property
where the Downingtown Farmers Market sat
since the early 1950s. The hotel remained
shuttered for several years until September
2000 when it re-opened to hundreds of
visitors. The visitors this time were buyers as
all the contents of the hotel, including the large
wooden caricatures of Rooney, were being sold
at auction.
The property was eventually sold. After an
extensive renovation, the former hotel opened
in 2004 as Ashbridge Manor Senior Living.
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The advertisement above for the recently-opened Tabas
Hotel appeared several times in the Philadelphia Inquirer
during the summer of 1981. It’s interesting how the image
of an Amish man was used, but the resort did bill itself as
being located “at the Eastern Gateway to the Pennsylvania
Dutch Country.” Also, the half-hour drive from Philadelphia
to the Tabas Hotel as noted in the ad was perhaps a bit of a
stretch. Below is a postcard image of the hotel.

The brochure on the right promoted
the food and night life at the Tabas
Hotel. The advertisement at the
bottom left from the Pittsburgh Press in
1984 promoted hotel amenities and
local attractions. The advertisement
for the hotel’s restaurant Daniels
appeared in the Philadelphia Inquirer in
1981.

(continued on next page)

Mickey’s Rooney’s caricature
remained on the Tabas Hotel long
after it closed (right). We have
heard that it might still be
somewhere in the area. Below
left is the menu of room service at
the hotel. Bottom right were the
prices for accommodations by
season.

Downingtown Then & Now
Then – The Tabas Hotel as it looked in the 1980s (taken from a Tabas Hotel brochure).
Now – Taken recently from the same spot showing Ashbridge Manor Senior Living.

Downingtown Did-You-Know?
Did you know that among the ordinances enacted by the Borough of
Downingtown soon after it was incorporated in 1859 was one specifically for
property owners along Lancaster Avenue? The ordinance stated that gates
must be hinged so as to open inward toward the home or business. If the gate
opened outward toward the street a pulley with enough weight or a spring
must be used to keep the gate closed at all times. In addition, the ordinance
also stated that hitching posts must be painted white or “whitewashed
sufficiently to keep them white.”
Telegraph poles that were installed along sidewalks within the Borough limits
were also required to be painted white up to eight feet high by the telegraph
company.
The fine for failure to keep the gate requirements or to keep one’s hitching post
white was $5.

Downingtown Area Group Photo
The photograph below shows a group of fourth graders behind West Ward School in 1942. The photograph
was provided by Don Greenleaf who is the first one on the left. Next to him is Bill Davis. Also pictured are
Lucy DiCarlo (4th from left), Doris Chaffee (5th), George Eachus (6th), Fred Seibert (8th), Pete Hayes (15th) and
Louise Bartalomo (16th).

Ashbridge Artifact
On this page is the 1950
Downingtown Little League
schedule and rosters for the
league’s four teams. The team
sponsors were the Loyal Order of
Moose, St. Anthony’s Lodge,
Pepperidge Farm, and Veterans of
Foreign Wars.
With only four teams, each team
played all the other teams six
times during the season. Games
were played on Pennsylvania
Avenue where St. Joseph School
was later built (now Brandywine
Grace Church).

Last Issue’s Mystery Pic
No one identified the location of
last issue’s Mystery Pic (right), but
at the time we didn’t know where
it was taken either! The image of
this schoolhouse was taken on
January 4, 1948 the day after an
ice storm. On the back of the
photograph was written “Hause’s
School” or “House’s School.” But
that’s all we had to go on. We
were hoping at least one reader
would know for sure and we could
then verify the location.
Since old schoolhouses in the area
have a similar look, we received
many responses. However, for
each guessed location there were
elements of the schoolhouse that
didn’t match the photograph. We
then posted the image on our
Facebook page and continued to
get many good responses, though
again, none matched exactly. But
several responses to our Facebook
post focused on a “Hause’s School”
which was located somewhere
near the intersection of Conestoga
Turnpike (Route 401) and
Creamery Road in East Nantmeal
Township. We found an early map
(1873) that showed a schoolhouse
on Conestoga Pike called “Hause’s
School House” but the location
didn’t match the photograph.
After some more research we
found a USGS map that showed
the schoolhouse on Marsh Road
just south of its intersection with
Conestoga Pike.
Based on current maps, we found that the old schoolhouse was still standing and was a private home. Google
Street View often provides a quick verification of existing sites, but Marsh Road was not on Street View. We
went to the location and took a few photographs, including the one above taken from the approximate same
location as our Mystery Pic, and it was a match!
(continued on next page)

Below, the top image on the left was taken at the same time as our Mystery Pic but from a different position.
The top image on the right was taken recently from a similar angle.
The map below is from 1873 and shows a Hause’s School House on the north side of the Conestoga Turnpike.
The ‘X’ is where our Mystery Pic schoolhouse sits. We were also told that our subject schoolhouse is pictured on
page 84 of Stuart Quillman’s 1993 book History of the Conestoga Turnpike where the caption identifies it as the
Marsh School. Quillman also noted that the school was open between 1902 and 1958. So were there two
schoolhouses in the area attributed to Hause? Was our subject schoolhouse known as both Hause’s and Marsh
at different times? The mystery has been solved but there are still some questions.

X

Downingtown Vintage Ad
This ad for the grand opening of Miller’s Atlantic
Service Station appeared in the April 25, 1957 issue of
the Downingtown Archive. Miller’s was located on the
southeast corner of East Lancaster and Whiteland
Avenues where Bruno’s Sunoco Station is now located.

In The (Old) News – Items that Made Headlines Back in the Day
1886 – On July 12, John Marshall of West Chester drove out to
Marshallton with his family. While hitching his horse in the
village he was attacked by a cow. The animal knocked him
down then tossed him into the air. Marshall landed on his
back in much pain. The cow “seemed satisfied in having thus
ceremoniously lifted Mr. Marshall and ran out the Strasburg
Road at a rapid gait.”
1928 – On August 23, work started on what would become
Route 322 between Downingtown and West Chester. Dalton
Brothers of Paoli were the contractors constructing the 20foot wide, 6-mile long concrete road which was intended to
create a cutoff between the two towns and relieve congestion
on the Lincoln Highway (Route 30).

1945 – On May 19, it was reported that Private
William Swift of Downingtown was “undressed”
by Japanese gunfire in the Philippines while
trying to pull a wounded comrade to safety.
Smith was in a spot where the Japanese could
not see him when his fellow soldier was
wounded. He ran out of his hiding place to save
him when he himself took fire from the enemy.
The first shot tore off part of his pants and the
next two went through the back of his jacket.
The following two shots missed but the final
shot took part of his boot heel off. He was able
to pull the wounded man to safety.

East Brandywine Historic
Commission Program

Sunday, March 15, 3:30 p.m. "Aren't You Hot in Those Clothes?"
Have you ever seen women and men at reenactments and
historic sites dressed up in clothing of another time period and
wondered just how they were tolerating the heat of a summer
day in that getup? This lighthearted presentation will explain
the whys and wherefores of clothing worn during the 1700s.
Elizabeth Bertheaud is the Historic Site Administrator for
Ephrata Cloister, 632 West Main Street in Ephrata. Started in
1732 the community’s unique lifestyle allowed the creation of
incredible architecture, original music, significant publications,
and remarkable art.
Programs are held at the East Brandywine Township Building on
Route 322 in Guthriesville.

Thank You!
We would like to personally thank
Don Greenleaf and Lynn Uhler for
their recent donations to the
Historical Society. Over the past few
months Don has donated items from
his father’s (Ray Greenleaf) pharmacy
that was located where the Station
Taproom is now. Don also donated
his father’s old home movies and gave
us (or let us scan) some of his family’s
photographs. Lynn recently donated
a table that we requested in a recent
History Notes for our new file room.
It fits perfectly in the space where we
needed it to go. Thank you, Don and
Lynn!

Downingtown Area Mystery Pic
Can you identify the location in this photograph? The first person to correctly identify the location of this photo
will be recognized as a truly perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com.

Advertisements for Non-Profits
West Caln Historical Society
The West Caln Historical Society will hold a meeting on Tuesday, March 17, 2020 at 7 P.M. in the West Caln Municipal
Building, 721 West Kings Highway, Wagontown, PA on the subject of: History of Mt. Airy Lavender Farm in
Wagontown. The speaker will be JoAnne Voelcker, farmer and co-owner. Meetings are free and open to the public.
If you would choose to join, the yearly dues are only $10.00 for individual or family.
Central Presbyterian Church Community Luncheon
Central Presbyterian Church, 100 W Uwchlan Ave, Downingtown, PA 19335, holds a monthly Community Luncheon
on the first Thursday of each month, October through May from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Their ever-popular chili,
chicken corn noodle, vegetable beef, and cream of potato soups are sold along with sandwiches, salad platters,
homemade desserts and beverages. Gluten free options are available. For take out service, call 610-269-1576 and ask
for the kitchen. Bring a friend, meet a neighbor, or come alone and enjoy good food and fellowship.
Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and
caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease will meet on the following dates in 2020: January 15, April 15,
June 17, and October 21. Meetings are at the Kennett Friends Meeting House on PA Rt 82 (125 W. Sickle St., Kennett
Square, PA 19348). Meetings are free and all are welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions.
Chester County Marine Corps League Detachment
BINGO on the first and third Saturday of every month, 420 Chestnut Street. Public welcome. Kitchen opens at 5:30,
Bingo Cards on sale at 6:00, Early Bird Special 6:30. Food is available for purchase. Funds used by the Marine Corps
League and Marine Corps League Ladies Auxiliary to help veterans from all branches of the service as well as others in
the community.
Greater Downingtown Business and Professional Women (BPW)
Meets monthly on the 2nd Wednesday evening, at 6 pm, in the Thorndale Inn for a dinner, networking, program and
meeting. All area women are welcome. Most nights there is a program such as a speaker. Call Cindy Markley for
your reservation for dinner at 610-363-1404. We meet each month from September to June.
Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by
volunteers and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All
are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St.
Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave Message.
Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org.

Historical Society’s Wish List
The Downingtown Area Historical Society is a non-profit organization proudly maintaining the
311-year-old Ashbridge House and a large archives. The society can always use gifts in kind with
an immediate need for:
•

•

General household items and tools including:
•
Spade shovel
•
Light bulbs
•
Paper towels
•
Large and small trash bags
Amazon gift cards or gift cards to Home Depot or Lowes. Sometimes we need to
make quick purchases so gift cards would come in very handy.

To make a tax-deductible cash donation, use this link
or send a check to the address below. Thank you!

Downingtown Area Historical Society
P.O. Box 9, Downingtown, PA 19335
610-269-1709
dths1709@gmail.com
https://www.downingtownhistory.org
Like us on Facebook:
Check out our Then &
Now series on YouTube:
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