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Tracing the Trolley Line – Part 1

We have often been asked about and there always seems to be a lot of interest in the trolley line that ran
between West Chester and Downingtown from 1902 to 1929. In particular, we get asked where the route was
and if any remains are still visible. As a result, in this issue and the next issue (or maybe next two issues) of
History Notes, we are going to show exactly where the line ran and show pictures of some of the remains.
There’s still a lot to see!

The current Google map above shows the route of the old West Chester-Downingtown trolley line.
Starting in West Chester, trolley cars to both Downingtown and Kennett Square began on shared tracks at the
trolley car barn on South High Street where the Bicentennial parking garage is now located. Leaving the barn,
the tracks turned north, then west onto Market Street. At New Street the tracks split. The tracks to Kennett
Square veered south on New Street and the tracks to Downingtown continued on Market Street then turned
north onto North Wayne Street. After this the tracks veered northwest and followed Hannum Avenue then onto
Lower Road which went to Downingtown. A portion of Lower Road became part of Route 322 but another untouched section became Brookworth Road where the first trolley station was located.
(continued on next page)

The map below shows the trolley route between West Chester and Brookworth, the first stop on its way to
Downingtown. Brookworth was the name of a 73-acre farm at that location owned by Jacob Howell. It’s
unclear why a stop was made here because there were few homes nearby. In West Chester, the trolley line
ran in the center of the roads, but just outside the Borough the line ran along the side of the roads. The
photograph at the bottom shows Brookworth Road facing east. The line ran along the north side of the road
and the raised trolley bed is still discernable here, especially during the winter months.

The opening of the Lyndhurst Electric Farm was featured in area
newspapers including the Philadelphia Inquirer, Daily Local News,
Coatesville Record, and Downingtown Archive.

(continued on next page)

Just west of Brookworth Station, the trolley line no longer ran along a road. After crossing Highland Road the
trolley ran parallel to a tributary of Taylor Run then turned northwest and went straight up a long incline to
Copeland School (also the present site of the East Bradford Township building). At the school, the line made a
sharp turn west and followed what is now Frank Road to Alton, the next station on the line. The photograph at
the bottom shows a cut in the hill by the building at 810 Downingtown Pike where the trolley ran.

(continued on next page)

The top photograph below shows the old Copeland School on the right and the driveway for the East Bradford
Township buildings. Here the trolley line made a sharp turn to the west and followed what is now Frank Road.
The bottom photograph shows the location of the line by East Bradford Elementary School.

(continued on next page)

These two images were taken along Frank Road. The old trolley line is still discernable along the eastern half
of the road (top) but no trace is visible where it ran along the western half of the road (bottom).

We will continue along the trolley line in the next issue of History Notes.

Last Issue’s Mystery Pic
Michael Hancock, social studies teacher at Downingtown West High School, is a truly perceptive scholar
because he was the first person to identify the house below as 226 Church Street in the Johnsontown section of
Downingtown. Russ Formica was able to identify the man in the image as John Mahan. The Mahan’s owned
the home for most of the 20th century.
We aren’t positive when the photograph was taken. The children are certainly Mahan’s, and if they are his first
two children (Margaretta, born 1903 and John William, born 6/15/1904), the photograph would date to around
1906-7. If the children are his third and fourth (James, born 2/15/1911 and Amelia, born 12/29/13), the
photograph would date to around 1915.
John Mahan was born on October 27, 1867
in Doe Run, West Marlborough Township
where he also grew up. His parents were
Patrick and Ellen Mahan who came to the
United States from Ireland. When Mahan
was 18 he was working on a Thorndale farm
near the Pennsylvania Railroad tracks when
he saw a passing locomotive’s fireman
“sitting back and taking it easy” and from
that point he decided to be a locomotive
engineer. Soon after he was hired by the
railroad, but it took 14 years before he was
elevated to that position. “If ye make up yer
mind to do somethin’ and stick to it, there
ain’t nothin’ in this whole wide world can
stop ye from doin’ it,” Mahan once said.
For many years Mahan was the locomotive
engineer for the Pennsylvania Railroad’s
Broadway Limited with his usual assignment
on the train’s Philadelphia-Harrisburg
section. During his time on the railroad he
said he only had one accident and that it
wasn’t his fault. He was pulling a train into
the Harrisburg Station when a bearing on
the locomotive wheels burned out. The
wheels somehow spread the tracks apart so
that all the cars he was pulling (except the
last one) went off the tracks. Mahan was
able to stop the train before the last car, a
Pullman mail car, derailed. When he walked
back to check on the crew in the Pullman,
the Pullman’s conductor didn’t even realize
all the train’s cars, except his, went off the
tracks.
(continued on next page)

John Mahan’s
daughter Margaretta
advertised her organ
and piano lessons at
their 226 Church
Street home. The ad
was from 1925.

Another noteworthy incident in John Mahan’s railroad career also occurred between Philadelphia and
Harrisburg. Frank DeLong, the inventor of the famous Delong Hook and Eye fastener with a factory in
Philadelphia, ordered a special one-car train to take him to Milton, Pennsylvania where his mother was gravely
ill. The K4 type locomotive Mahan was operating didn’t have speedometers at the time, so he didn’t know
exactly how fast he was going, but he made the 100 mile trip from Philadelphia to Harrisburg in 90 minutes. On
some sections of track Mahan was going by mile markers every 37 seconds which equates to 97 miles per hour!
John Mahan married Amelia Krauder in 1898. At the time Mahan was working for the railroad in Downingtown
and met Amelia at her parent’s home. After they were married the couple lived in Philadelphia. Around 1905
they moved back to Downingtown and purchased the house on Church Street where they raised five children.
John Mahan died in 1962 at age 94. After his death, the home was conveyed to his daughter Mary Ellen Mahan.
Through her guardian, the home was sold in 1994.

The photograph of John Mahan and his two children is in our archives but was unfortunately torn in two when
we received it. However, after scanning the photograph, we were able to digitize the tear out. The two images
below show the before and after of this process.

Before…

After…

Downingtown Vintage Ad
The advertisement below appeared in the Downingtown Archive in 1948. Lou Beverage began as a small beer
distributor in the Johnsontown section of Downingtown before moving to their present site at 602 East Lancaster
Avenue. The D’Addezio family still operates the store today. The photograph below shows 210 Bradford Avenue
where the store was located. At other times, this building housed a pool hall and Herbie’s Meat Market before
Herbie’s moved to Church Street.

In The (Old) News – Items that Made Headlines Back in the Day
The following appeared in the August 5, 1948 issue of the Downingtown Archive

Hoodlums Fined for Attempted Beating Up
If it hadn’t been for two pairs of very agile legs, a
couple of counselors from the YMCA’s Camp Castle
might have been badly beaten up on the streets of
Downingtown last Friday evening by six hoodlums
from the Caln-Thorndale area. As it was Edward
Stanley, West Lancaster Avenue, Ardmore, was cut
around the mouth and William Seery, 900 North 63rd
Street, Philadelphia, came off with a bad scare.
Officer Joe Newlin caught up with the gang later and
on Monday evening Burgess Hamilton slapped $13
fines on each of them.
Seery and Stanley had been in town for the evening
and were hitchhiking their way back to the camp
south of town. The car with the six wise acres

aboard stopped and Stanley went up to the window
to ask if they were going out past the entrance to the
camp. His answer was a fist in the teeth. The doors
opened and out piled three or four of the hoodlums.
Outnumbered, Seery and Stanley took to their heels.
Later they reached the Camp and organized a posse
of fellow counselors armed with baseball bats but
never caught up wit the rowdys.
Those fined by Burgess Hamilton were Harold Guest,
Joe Vallentine and Herbert Yeoman all of Coatesville
R1; George Guest, Thorndale, and Ralph Stanley,
Coatesville, Chester Heintzman, Coatesville R3, a
minor, did not appear.

Downingtown Area Mystery Pic
Can you identify the location in the photograph below? The first person to correctly identify the location of this
photo will be recognized as a truly perceptive scholar. Extra points if you can name the man in the photograph.
Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com.

Advertisements for Non-Profits
West Caln Historical Society
The West Caln Historical Society will hold a meeting on Tuesday, May 21, 2019 at 7 P.M. in the West Caln Municipal
Building, 721 West Kings Highway, Wagontown, PA on the subject of: Pennsylvania Long Rifles. The speaker will be
David Geiger, an historian, arms & armor specialist, appraiser, and auctioneer. David has been involved with
weapons and long rifles all his life. He is a fourth-generation antique firearms collector, dealer, and appraiser. He
will talk about the connection between Kentucky and Pennsylvania long rifles. He has been collecting arms and
armor since he was 5 years old, and buying and selling since 10.
East Brandywine Historical Commission Spring 2019 Speakers Series. The last program for this series will be held
on May 19, 2019 on the subject The Special Barns of Chester County. Our speaker specializes in pre-civil war era
house and barn architecture of Holland Dutch and Swiss-German areas. He has documented more than 8,000
vernacular buildings that include more than 5,000 homestead barns. Our Chester County barns have long been
recognized by barn observers for their forms and styles and their diverse building materials. We’ll look at records of
barns built 1750 to 1900. Greg Huber is an independent scholar, consultant and principal owner of Past
Perspectives and Eastern Barn Consultants and will hold a book signing following his talk. He is the author of 265
articles on barn and house architecture and has led more the 110 house and barn tours.
Uwchlan Township Historical Commission
The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will open the Edith P. Moore Schoolhouse (9 North Village Avenue,
Lionville) and the John Cadwalader House (21 North Village Avenue, Lionville) on the first Sunday of each month,
April through November. Hours for both are 2PM-4PM.
Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and
caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, will meet Wednesday, April 17, 2019 at 7PM at the Kennett
Friends Meeting House on PA Rt 82 (125 W. Sickle St., Kennett Square, PA 19348). This will be a special support
meeting to answer your questions, share your experiences, and meet others who are battling Lyme Disease.
Meetings are free and all are welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions.
Chester County Marine Corps League Detachment
BINGO on the first and third Saturday of every month, 420 Chestnut Street. Public welcome. Kitchen opens at 5:30,
Bingo Cards on sale at 6:00, Early Bird Special 6:30. Food is available for purchase. Funds used by the Marine Corps
League and Marine Corps League Ladies Auxiliary to help veterans from all branches of the service as well as others
in the community.
Greater Downingtown Business and Professional Women (BPW)
Meets monthly on the 2nd Wednesday evening, at 6 pm, in the Thorndale Inn for a dinner, networking, program
and meeting. All area women are welcome. Most nights there is a program such as a speaker. Call Mary Coyne for
your reservation for dinner at 610-380-8869. We meet each month from September to June.
Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by
volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All
are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at
St. Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave
Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org.

Historical Society’s Wish List
The Downingtown Area Historical Society is a non-profit organization proudly maintaining the
310-year-old Ashbridge House and a large archives. The society can always use gifts in kind with
an immediate need for:
•

•

General household items and office supplies including:
•
Pens and pencils
•
Scotch tape and masking tape
•
Copier paper (both color and white)
•
Light bulbs
•
Paper towels
•
Large and small trash bags
Amazon gift cards or gift cards to Home Depot or Lowes. Sometimes we need to
make quick purchases so gift cards would come in very handy.
To make a tax-deductible cash donation, use this link
or send a check to the address below. Thank you!

Downingtown Area Historical Society
P.O. Box 9, Downingtown, PA 19335
610-269-1709
dths1709@gmail.com
https://www.downingtownhistory.org
Like us on Facebook:
Follow us on Twitter:
Check out our Then &
Now series on YouTube:

DAHS Board of Directors

President: Phil Dague
Vice President: Jim Sundman
Recording Secretary: Marion Piccolomini
Corresponding Secretary: Donna Capriotti
Treasurer: Lauren Fagan
Directors: Mike Dunn, Jay Worrall, Robin Ashby,
Jordan Staub, Karen Steinbach
Presidents Emeritus: Roger Grigson, Parry Desmond

