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Please help us identify people 

in our photo archives 

  

 

  

Many of the photos in our archives don’t include the names of the people pictured. For example, the photo 

above was taken in December 1952. It’s the third grade class, taught by Miss Emily Lewis at West Ward School 

in Downingtown. The students are, left to right: first row, Glyn Jenkins, Kathie Forbes, Tommy Williams, 

Carmella Carbo, Lee Hayes, Bonnie Dawson, Philip Girafalco, Caroline Ash; second row, Francis Bonaduce, 

Gaetano DiPietro, Theresa Bucci, Ralph Girafalco, Mary Ann Chilla, Richard Johnson, Jack Getty, Kathleen 

Dugan, Barbara Katherman; top row, Miss Lewis, Carole Lillard, Nancy Gindin, Joe D’Attilio. 

However, all we know about the photo below is that the teacher was Miss Jane Ulsh and that it was taken in 

1959 in front of West Ward. If you can identify any of the students and what grade it was, please send us their 

names and any other data via info@downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org or mail it to: DAHS, P.O. Box 9, 

Downingtown, PA 19335. Your assistance is most appreciated. 

  

mailto:info@downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org


 
 

More tales about attending country schools 

Many of you probably remember “Little House on the Prairie,” popular TV series. Based on emails we’ve 

received, kids who attended country schools in the Downingtown area 50 or more years ago must have had life 

experience similar to those of Melissa Gilbert, who starred in the show that was broadcast 1974-1983. 

Carol Sinex Schmidt, DHS Class of 1965, wrote: 

I can’t resist jumping into this discussion. Living in Lyndell, I went to Hopewell School for first grade, then 

Guthriesville School. They were still building Brandywine -Wallace School; so we had fifth grade in the 

basement of East Brandywine Baptist Church (which has been replaced) and sixth grade in the basement of 

Hopewell United Methodist Church. We then went to the Junior-Senior High School. I was scared to death of 

having to change classes, eat in a cafeteria, and have Phys. Ed classes. 

  And Nancie Jefferis Smedley, DHS Class of 1959 recalled: 

I was glad to see Hopewell School included in the old country school photos in the March 17 Hist-O-Gram. 

Hopewell was my first grade school, with Miss Hershey as our teacher. I visited her some years ago at the Tel 

Hai Nursing Home....couldn't believe she remembered our class. 

Then I was moved to Gurthriesville School, where I attended second through fourth grades, with Mrs. Ferguson 

teaching all three grades in the one room upstairs. Then I went downstairs for fifth grade with Miss Harner. 

There was an old, narrow metal fire escape from the second floor, which we used sometimes to go to recess, but 

it always seemed scary descending and ascending.  

What I loved about Guthrieville School was that I didn't have to ride a bus. I lived in the farmhouse right across 

the cornfield from the school, so it was just a quick skip for me to get to and from school and go home for 

lunch.  

Though we were "country bumpkins,"  "hayseeds" or whatever, we managed to adapt well to the "city slicker" 

school at West Ward in Downingtown, where my aunt, Miss Moore, was our sixth grade teacher. 

They were indeed the "good ole days!"  

My husband Duer and I live in northeast Tennessee. We’ve been fortunate 

enough to have lived and served in many places around the globe, but we never forget 

our roots in Chester County--East Brandywine Township for me and East Ward School for Duer. 



Also, some of our Hist-O-Gram readers may be getting older, but they’re sticklers about accuracy. For 

example, Tom Lee, DHS Class of 1956, claims Judy Orr Collier’s comment in the March 30 Hist-O-Gram 

about her class being the first seventh grade to attend the expanded Junior-Senior High School on Manor 

Avenue was incorrect. 

“They may be the first class that spent the entire seventh grade in the new school, but the class of 1956 started 

seventh grade in the West Ward School. And then, part way through the year, the teachers came in one morning 

and instructed us to gather up all of our books and belongings, and we then walked to the new addition and 

settled in for the remainder of the year. Just have to keep the record straight.” 

  

Hist-O-Grams are emailed weekly to members and friends of the Downingtown Area Historical Society. 

If you want to make a comment, add your email address to our list, or have your email address deleted 

from the list, contact us at: Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. We won’t share or sell email 

addresses. 
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Local happenings 35 years ago 

 

The following news items were published in the East Branch Citizen in April 1976: 

Honored at the annual banquet of the Downingtown Chamber of Commerce were: Rev. Donald Bower, 

pastor of Hopewell United Methodist Church, Distinguished Citizen; Pepperidge Farm Inc, special award to a 

local business for its community service; and a posthumous award honoring the late Wayne Hurtt in recognition 

of his efforts to preserve historic landmarks. 

Bill Mason, chairman of the borough‟s Bicentennial Committee, reported that 25 authentic Conestoga 

wagons, pulled by two teams of horses, will spend the night of July 2 at Kerr Park, The following morning, the 

wagon train will travel to its final destination, Valley Forge Park. 

Officers of the Lions Bicentennial Information Center, at the intersection of Route 113 and 100, were 

Horace Schanely, president; William Gans, vice president; Donald Bireley, treasurer; and Sharon LeFever, 

secretary. 

(Editor’s Note: Many communities, organizations, schools and churches had special Bicentennial 

programs in 1976. We’d love to add Bicentennial photos and printed materials you may have from those 

occasions to our archival collections) 

New officers of the Ladies Auxiliary of St. Anthony‟s Lodge were Mrs. Louis Mascherino, president; 

Mrs. Ralph Pacinelli, vice president; Mrs. Michael Castaldi, recording secretary; Mrs. Julian Girafalco, 

corresponding secretary; Mrs. Samuel Carbo, treasurer. 

Members of Boy Scout Troop 52‟s bowling team, which won the district title, were Ronnie Evans, Tom 

McGrady, Glenn Lewis, Bill Jemison and Steve Morris. 

Boys who won in the oratorical contest sponsored by the Downingtown Optimist Club included: Adam 

Clemens, first; Matthew Mingione, second; Dan Shutt, third; Jerry Panicelli, fourth; Danny Smith. Girls who 

won were Rhonda Althouse, first;  Michele Conahan, second; Cindy Shihadeh, third. 

Leaders of the Uwchlan Township Historical Commission, which was restoring the old Lionville 

School, were Ned Pyle, chairman; Mrs. Lacy Lackey, vice chairman; Mrs. Thomas Ulsh, secretary. 

Property sales included: 104 Constitution Dr., E. Brandywine, $53,194; 93 Holleran Dr., E. Caln, 

$76,800; 358 Devon Dr., Uwchlan, $52,400; 1303 Broadview East, W. Bradford, $44,900; 409 Chesterfield 

Dr., :Downingtown,$2,000. 

New junior members of Lionville Community Methodist Church were Sara Alexander, Dennis Carroll, 

Terry Collett, Linda Hickman, Linda Millham, Chris Muller, Judy Place, Laura Roepe, David Seiple, Dorothy 

Sorenson, Lyn Tomlinson and Robert Wisler. 

Baptized at Central Presbyterian Church were James Thomas Campbell, Kevin Winfield Dodge, Joseph 

Stephen Harakal, Jill Lynn Smith and Kathleen Mary Smith. 

DHS students who won state-wide Vocational Industrial Clubs of America competition were Tony 

Madiro, first, electrical appliance repair, and Tom Panetti, third, industrial electricity. 

New officers of the DHS Alumni Assn. were Gerald Matthews, president; Howard “Duke” Charles, vice 

president; Francis Summers, second vice president; Turie Hayes, corresponding secretary; Elaine Fedastian, 

recording secretary; Margaret Stern, financial secretary. Edward McDermott was presented the association‟s 

Distinguished Citizen Award at its annual banquet. DHS Merit Scholarship finalists Richard Kerber and Paul 

McKibbin also were honored. 

Eric Shoemaker was the Glen Moore Fire Co.‟s Outstanding Fireman. 

Members of the Confirmation class at Downingtown Methodist Church were Richard Bradley, Brian 

Byerly, Jeffrey Davis, Brad Espenlaub, Janet Reed, Melody Shaw, Kelly Simmons, Jeffrey Stevens, Susan 

Stocker, Scott Wiest, Edward Wimmer, Ginny Hervey and Jack Lownes. 



New officers of the Downingtown Junior Woman‟s Club were Suzanne McDermott, president; Ann 

Ogborn, first vice president; Janice Taylor, second vice president; Marcia McQueen, recording secretary; 

Beverly Matthews, corresponding secretary; Anne Taylor, treasurer. 

Richard O‟Neill, chief engineer, and Mrs. Beverly McCarty, of the auxiliary‟s banquet committee, were 

honored at the East Brandywine Fire Co. annual banquet 

The Uwchlan Township Civic Association protested the showing of x-rated movies at the Marchwood 

Cinema. 

Members of the Jimmies Bar team from Downingtown, which won the West Chester Adult Basketball 

League title, were: Ken Harman, Nick DiPietro, Michael Milano, Dave Kipp, Rich Campbell, Gordy Patrizio, 

Harry Chicosky and Steve Kinney. 

Members of  the Old East Ward gymnastics team, which won a competition with other sixth grades, 

were: Karen Reece, Kathy Landon, Beth Miley, Jeanne Hessinger, Susan Boyd, Holly Dampman, Tim Bricker, 

Dave Zynn, Rick Waltman and Piper McClean.   

  

Many kids in this photo weren’t identified; give it another shot 

  

 
  

We asked you to try to identify the West Ward School students in the photo above, which was first 

published in last week‟s Hist-O-Gram, was taken in December 1952. The kids in the photo are second graders, 

who were taught by Jane Ulsh. 

Caroline Ash thinks the fourth, sixth and seventh kids, from the left, in the first row are: Barbara Flinn, 

Mitzi Pollock and Paula Tweed. In the second row, she suspects the first, third, fifth, seventh and eight kids, 

from the left, are: Joyce Stern, Helen Simmons, Frank Doto, Grant Smith and Bob Connor. In addition to Miss 

Ulsh, those in the top row, from the left, says Caroline, are: Donna Thompson and Mary Staneski, but she can‟t 

identify the boy on the end.  

Gerry Deets Short, DHS Class of 1957, thinks the fifth child in the front row is Laura Jane Ulissi. Gerry also 

recognized Paula Tweed and Helen Simmons. 

Hopefully, others from that era can name more of the students in the class photo. Those who come up 

with most identities won‟t have any homework this weekend. 



  

More reflections on bygone school years 

Here are some more recollections by former DHS students about their school experiences. 

Ruth Brookover, DHS Class of 1957, disagrees with Tom Lee, Class of 1956, about which was the first 

seventh grade class to move from West Ward to the newly expanded Junior-Senior HS on Manor Avenue. “I 

remember walking from West Ward to the high school to take Home Ec and the boys, Shop. About the middle 

of the year, we were moved permanently to the high school.” 

However, Ruth acknowledges that the DHS Class of 1956, “perhaps,” spent part of seventh grade at 

West Ward and then were moved to the high school in the middle of the year. “But I know, a year later, the 

same thing happened to us.” 

Another one of those rabblerousing Brookovers, Ruth‟s second cousin Bill, DHS Class of 1959, 

responds to last week‟s Hist-O-Gram with these comments: “Ah, the memories are flooding back!.........I can 

remember when the East Warders had to take their instruments and walk through town to the West Ward school 

for band practice. What was that about?” 

In addition to the exhaustion created by walking one-half mile for band practice, apparently Bill has 

been traumatized by the experience for over 50 years. Did anyone else have this experience? 

Sonia DiMatteo “Sunny” Cook has good memories about her days as a student at Marshallton School. 

Sunny remembers when many of the students, who lived in the village of Marshallton, walked home for lunch. 

“Having lunch home was a treat,” she recalls. 

Best of all though, says Sunny, “there was nothing like being appointed a „safety‟ and having the 

privilege of wearing the white adjustable web belts. We had to be in at least fifth grade, and it was quite an 

honor to help the younger kids across the street.  

“Recess was great back then,” she adds. “We were way ahead of the coed playground sports, with boys 

and girls both playing dodge ball on the same teams. The older I get, the more I remember how very practical 

life was back then.  

And since education was the priority, she adds, getting a spot in the top reading group was a real goal for 

any student. “We sat in circles and the teacher took turns with us.  It was quite a privilege when she moved a 

student up to the „high reading circle‟.”    

  

Who are these hockey hotties? 

 



This was the 1949 DHS field hockey squad. Were those spiffy uniforms just their gym suits with DHS sewn on 

the front? Who can correctly and completely identify all the players? Email your list of names 

to Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. 

  
Reminder: Ashbridge House, the Historical Society‟s headquarters on Route 30, East Caln, is open every 

Sunday from 1-4 PM, except on holidays such as Easter. 

  

Hist-O-Grams are emailed weekly to members and friends of the Downingtown Area Historical Society. 

If you want to make a comment, add your email address to our list, or have your email address deleted 

from the list, contact us at: Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. We won’t share or sell email 

addresses. 
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Another major change in Downingtown School District 

  

 
  

Many of you know that the School District’s new STEM (Science, Technology, Engineer and Mathematics) 

Academy will be located in the former Junior-Senior High School on Manor Avenue. This photo of DHS 

Agriculture students with their cows, taken behind the school some 60 years ago, shows that the high school’s 

curriculum has changed significantly. How many of these guys can you identify? Send the names to 

Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. 

  

 

Life in the Downingtown area 60 years ago 

The following news items were originally published in The Archive, a Downingtown weekly newspaper, 

in April 1951. 

Downingtown Rotary Club was celebrating its 25th anniversary. Charter members, still active in the 

club, were Park Plank, Edgar Griffith and William Pollock. 

Downingtown police officer Lew Wilson was called back to active duty (Korean War) by the U.S. 

Navy. 

Officers appointed to lead the Sunday School at Windsor Baptist Church, Eagle, included O.G. 

Darlington, superintendent; Mrs. Walter Garvine, assistant superintendent; Mrs. Norman Gottier, secretary-

treasurer; Loretta Frank, assistant secretary-treasurer; Carolyn Supplee, pianist. 

Newly installed officers of the Downingtown Court No. 132, Order of the Amaranth, were Mrs. Edith 

McClure, royal matron; Mrs. Anna McWilliams, associate matron; Elizabeth Dunmore, secretary; Jessie 

Rodgers, treasurer. 

New vestrymen at St. James Episcopal Church, Downingtown, were Arthur Philips, Stanley Landis and 

Gordon Carpenter. 



Plans to build 100 row houses on the south side of Grant Avenue in Downingtown drew criticism from 

six property owners. The Borough Planning Commission had tried to outlaw row house construction, but that 

type of home was authorized in the Borough’s zoning law. 

New officers of the Marshallton School PTA were Mrs. Norman Moulder, president; Mrs. George 

March, vice president; Mrs. Robert Crawford, secretary; Mrs. Edward Busby, treasurer. 

John Talierco and Janice Krieble were king and queen of the DHS junior prom. Paul Detterline and 

Shirley Garvine won the elimination dance. Albert Gerringer and Shirley Rowe won the spot dance. 

Johnny Chilla nosed out Buddy White in the Downingtown Marble Tournament, sponsored by the 

Downingtown Young Men’s Assn. and VFW Post 845. Martin Talucci and David D’Attilio placed third and 

fourth, respectively. 

Mrs. and Mrs. Ronald Peoples bought the Lionville General Store from the Simpson family, who owned 

it for 47 years. Mrs. James Thackeray remained as postmistress. 

  

 

 

 

More of these West Warders have been identified 

 
Paula Tweed Spang acknowledged she isn’t 100% sure that all of the names of West Ward School students in 

the photo below. They were third graders taught by Jane Ulsh in 1952-53. The photo, taken in December 1952, 

was originally published in the April 6 Hist-O-Gram. Others who have provided various names include: 

Caroline Ash, John Rogers and Gerry Deets Short. We’re thankful for all their help. 

Paula’s identifications are: 

First row: Unknown,  Unknown, Janet Yanescoli(sp), Barbara Flynn, Laura Jane Ulissi,  Mitzi Pollock, Paula 

Tweed Spang, unknown, Sharetta(sp) Wayne 

Second row:  Joyce Stern, unknown, Helen Simmons, Carol Miller, Frank Doto, Paul      Katherman, Grant 

Smith, Richard Conner 

Third row:  Miss Ulsh, Donna Thompson, Mary Staneski, Austin Kirkpatrick 

  



 

Players on the1949 DHS field hockey team 

 
 

Mary Jane Bird, Busty Ruffini and Ernie Jameson provided the following identities in this photo of the 1949 

DHS field hockey squad. They are, left to right, Front row: Nancy Sarmento, Mary Jane Bird, Clara Mancini, 

Louise Bartelmo, Tootsie Capriotti: Second row: Coach Barbara Coates, Peggy Grube, Joan Lenhart, Helen 

Doran, Joan Garrison, Frances Mascherino, Nancy Wagoner, Delores Cavanaugh, Arvilla Reynolds and 

Yolanda Ippolito. They were wearing tunic-style uniforms, not just gym suits with letters and numbers on them, 

according to Mary Jane Bird Augustin, who lives in Bucks County. The team had an 8-6 record. 

  

Help Wanted: Sadly, Ruth Lowe, the Historical Society’s secretary for many years, has hung up her note-

taking pencil and retired from our Board of Directors. We will miss her.  That means, we’re looking for a 

person who can provide us with the minutes from our monthly meetings. The secretary also would be 

responsible for handling occasional correspondence. Candidates, who should have a computer and be able to 

handle emails, should apply for the position via Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. 

  

Reminder: Ashbridge House, the Historical Society’s headquarters on Route 30, East Caln, will not be open on 

Easter Sunday afternoon. Hope to see you next Sunday when we’ll be open from 1-4 PM, as usual. 

  

Hist-O-Grams are emailed weekly to members and friends of the Downingtown Area Historical Society. 

If you want to make a comment, add your email address to our list, or have your email address deleted 

from the list, contact us at: Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. We won’t share or sell email 

addresses. 
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Can you tell us who these students are? 

 
 Ron Tipton, DHS Class of 1959, sent us this photo of his sixth grade class at East Ward School 

in 1953. However, Ron says he isn’t in the picture because, “I was absent the day this picture 

was taken because my brother had scarlettina and our apartment at 120 Washington Avenue was 

quarantined (with a notice on the door yet) by Dr. Neff.  I was so disappointed because I never 

missed time at school due to illness.”  Send the students’ names to 

Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. 

  

W. Bradford Fire Co. was founded 58 years ago 

The formation of the West Bradford Fire Co. got underway in 1953, when Shippen 

Willings hosted an exploratory meeting in August at his home. The Willings’ home had been 

significantly damaged in a fire that summer. Following another planning session in September in 

the Odd Fellows Lodge Hall in Marshallton, a charter was drawn up and the following officers 

were elected on Dec. 2, 1953: Willings, president; Gedney Godwin, vice president; Tom Yerkes, 

secretary; and John Romig, treasurer.  



The following February a used International fire truck was purchased. The first firehouse 

was in a garage leased from Thomas Cathcart. 

The first fire the company responded to was a grass and wood fire on the Hadden Farm 

property on Sawmill Road on March 22, 1954. 

On June 1, 1954, firefighter Everett Russell died and Fire Chief Auston Fowler was 

injured when they were responding to a tree stump that caught on fire on Northbrook Road. The 

International truck was severely damaged in the accident, and it was replaced in September 1954 

with a new Seagrave International. In the interim, a 1947 White truck, purchased from the 

Wilmington Fire Department, was used. 

The fire company’s first fair was held for two nights in August 1954 on the grounds 

behind the Blacksmith Shop in Marshallton. After two years, the fair was moved to the 

Marshallton School grounds. 

The fire company’s Women’s Auxiliary was formed on Nov. 3, 1954. The original 

officers were: Mrs. Craig Janney, president; Mrs. Sidney Montgomery, secretary; and Mrs. 

David Johnson, treasurer. One of the auxiliary’s fund raising projects was collecting S&H Green 

Stamps to buy a Jeep for the fire company. They also turned over thousands of dollars to the fire 

company after conducting bake and rummage sales, card parties, and semi-annual soup and 

hoagie sales. 

The fire company celebrated its 25
th

 anniversary on Sept. 16, 1978. Officers of the 

company at that time were: William Tuting, president; Dennis Riggins, vice president; Glen 

Schmid, secretary; Gary Schmidt, treasurer. Jack Hines, Jr. was fire chief; assistant chiefs were 

Larry Amoriello and Tom Perdue. 

Officers of the Fire Police in 1978 were Mern Bedworth, captain; Ronald Sensemen, first 

lieutenant; Robert Good, second lieutenant; Harry Perdue, sergeant; William Perdue, secretary. 

Officers of the Ladies Auxiliary in 1978 included Mrs. David Johnson, president; Mrs. 

Jack Hines, Jr., vice president; Mrs. Ernest Fling, treasurer; Mrs. Earl Barwell. 

The fire company moved its firehouse to 1305 W. Strasburg Rd in 1961, and a sub-

station was opened in December 1994 on the township campus. 

  

1967 survey shows our needs were different    
The Downingtown Jaycees (now defunct) conducted a community survey in 1967, when 

there was far less commercial development in the Downingtown area. 

Based on 477 forms completed by local residents, the survey results showed the 

following “blatant shortcomings:” a shortage of physicians; poor public transportation; a lack of 

recreational facilities for all ages; a lack of public parking in the borough’s business district; a 

need for more restaurants, a shopping center, a movie theatre and a YMCA: and a lack of public 

restrooms. 

  

Items on local history make great gifts 

Stymied on what gift to give for Mother’s Day, bridal showers, graduation, or other 

special occasion?  How about an inexpensive gift that’s connected with local history and will 

give many hours of pleasure? 

Noted below are gift items you can purchase from the Downingtown Area Historical 

Society. You can place an order by calling Parry Desmond at 610-269-8037 or by email 

to: Info@downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org. 

tel:610-269-8037
mailto:Info@downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org


The Downingtown Afghan, $60, shows colorful, artistic renderings of prominent 

historical sites in the Downingtown area. A 44-page booklet, describing each site pictured on the 

afghan, is included. 

A pictorial History of Downingtown book for only $20, which has nearly 200 old photos 

from the DAHS archives. The book’s 128 pages also include information about life in the 

Downingtown area many years ago.  If the book must be mailed, add $3.38, per copy, for 

postage. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Still seeking names of these students, but not the cows 

 



 
No one tried to identify any of these Agriculture students, with cows, in this photo. The photo 

was taken some 60 years ago behind the former Junior-Senior High School on Manor Avenue, 

which will be the location of the School District’s new STEM Academy in September. 

  

  

  

Correction 

Donna L. Kneisly, eagle-eyed Family & Consumer Sciences teacher at DHS West, brought to 

our attention the fact that the Hockey Hotties, pictured in recent Hist-O-Grams, played in the fall 

of 1948, even though the photo originally appeared in the 1949 Cuckoo yearbook. Donna knows 

this because her parents—Santa (Gringer) and Ev Lang—were in the Class of 1949. 

  

Clip joint will be open on Sunday afternoon 

We’re going to have another newspaper clipping & pasting on Sunday afternoon, May 1 

at Ashbridge House, our headquarters on East Lancaster Avenue, in the Ashbridge Shopping 

Center in East Caln. Parking is available at the Chick-Fil-A restaurant next door, which is closed 

on Sundays. 

The sessions will be between 1 PM and 4 PM, but you can come and go at any time that’s 

convenient to you. Don’t forget your scissors. Cookies and root beer will be served.  

  

Reminder: You can find older issues of the Hist-O-Gram, first published in October 2010, 

at www. DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. 

  

Hist-O-Grams are emailed weekly to members and friends of the Downingtown Area 

Historical Society. If you want to make a comment, add your email address to our list, or 

have your email address deleted from the list, contact us 

at: Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. We won’t share or sell email addresses. 
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Downingtown man won Medal of Honor in Civil War 
 

U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Pinkerton R. Vaughn, a 

Downingtown resident, was awarded the  

Congressional Medal of Honor in 1863, according 

to Civil War historian Andy Lefko.  

  Sgt. Vaughn’s tombstone, Laurel Hill 

Cemetery, Philadelphia >>>>> 
  
Sgt. Vaughn’s Medal of Honor citation describes 

his heroism: 

          “Serving on board the U.S.S. Mississippi 

during her abandonment and firing in the action 

with the Port Hudson (LA) batteries, 14 March 

1863. During the abandonment of the Mississippi 

which had to be grounded, Sgt. Vaughn rendered 

invaluable assistance to his commanding officer, 

remaining with the ship until all the crew had 

landed and the ship had been fired to prevent its 

falling into enemy hands. Persistent until the last, 

and conspicuously cool under the heavy shellfire, 

Sgt. Vaughn was finally ordered to save himself 

as he saw fit and was the last man to depart the 

ship.” 

There are two dates of birth recorded for Sgt. 

Vaughn, 1839 and 1841. He reportedly died Aug. 22, 

1866 of an unknown cause and is buried in Laurel 

Hill Cemetery, Philadelphia. 

Lefko belongs to the Sgt. Jones Bradbury Camp #149, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, a fraternal 

organization whose members can trace their ancestry back to a Union Civil War soldier, sailor or Marine. A 

Downingtown resident of the borough and a DHS grad, Lefko also is a member of the Historical Society. 

Members and friends of the Historical Society are requested to provide any more information about Sgt. 

Vaughn they can find. 

  

Society has Samuel Banghart’s Civil War gear 

Several years ago, Mrs. Liz Wagoner of Downingtown donated Civil War items, used by Samuel T. 

Banghart of Downingtown, to the Historical Society. The military equipment was willed to the Society by Bill 

Wagoner, her late husband. The gear is on display at Ashbridge House, the Historical Society’s headquarters on 

East Lancaster Avenue, East Caln. 

A 19-year-old shoemaker living in Schuylkill County at the time, Banghart, enlisted in the Union Army 

on Oct. 30, 1861, according to research done by Civil War historian Andy Lefko of Downingtown. 

Banghart was assigned to Company G, 48
th

 Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry (PVI), many of whom were 

miners from Pottsville, PA in Schuylkill County. 



Although he was a musician when he signed up, Lefko suspects that Banghart became a rifleman 

because he was later achieved the rank of corporal. 

Several months after he reenlisted in January 1864, the 48
th

 PVI dug a 100-yard-long tunnel leading 

from the Union Lines to a fortress on the Confederate side during the Battle of Petersburg, VA. The Union 

soldiers then packed the Confederate end of the tunnel with explosives and set them off. Their ploy was known 

as the Battle of the Crater. Unfortunately, “It was a complete disaster for the North,” noted Lefko, because the 

Union forces charged right into the hole made by the explosion. And when the Confederates counter-attacked, 

the Union soldiers were unable to get out of the hole they had fallen into.  

However, Banghart may have avoided that disaster, because his records show that he was hospitalized in 

May 1864, and the Battle of the Crater occurred on July 30, 1864. 

The Historical Society is seeking more information on Banghart’s life, as well as his military service. 

  

Items on local history make great gifts 

Stymied on what gift to give for Mother’s Day, bridal showers, weddings, graduations, or other special 

occasions?  How about an inexpensive gift that’s connected with local history and will give long-lasting 

pleasure? 

Noted below are gift items you can purchase from the Downingtown Area Historical Society. You can 

place an order by calling Parry Desmond at 610-269-8037 or by email 

to: Info@downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org. 

The Downingtown Afghan, $60, shows colorful, artistic renderings of prominent historical sites in the 

Downingtown area. A 44-page booklet, describing each site pictured on the afghan, is included. 

A pictorial History of Downingtown book for only $20, which has nearly 200 old photos from the 

DAHS archives. The book’s 128 pages also include information about life in the Downingtown area many years 

ago.  If the book must be mailed, add $3.38, per copy, for postage. 

  

Iva Darlington Siever remembered everyone’s name 

  

 
  

tel:610-269-8037
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Iva Darlington Siever has a great memory. That’s why she was able to name all her classmates in the sixth 

grade at East Ward School in 1953. Ron Tipton, DHS Class of 1959, sent us the photo. 

First row, front to back: Timmy Mahan, Toni Yost, Francis Henderson, Margaret (Peggy) West, Gracie Styer. 

Second row, front to back:  Bobby Ceulers, Rosanne Frederick, Donald Murphy, Teddy Miller, Duer Smedley, 

Judy Baldwin, David Fidler 

Third row, front to back: Iva Darlington, Billy Null, Helen Burkhart, Mary Jane Sabellico, Bonnie Walton, Bill 

Brookover. 

Fourth row, front to back: Judy Wagner, Patty Zittle, Denny Myers, Larry Meredith, Jack Swarner. 

Fifth row, front to back: Doris Ann Trego, Stuart Meisel, Mary Jane Chudleigh, Gary Kinsey. 

The teacher was Miss Rhoda Yost.  

  

  

  

Mary Jane Bird Augustin came through again 

  

 
  

Mary Jane Bird Augustin, DHS Class of 1952 and now a Morrisville, PA, resident, bailed us out again, when 

she gave us several names of her classmates who were Agriculture students, pictured with their cows behind the 

Junior-Senior High School on Manor Avenue. The photo originally appeared in the April 20 Hist-O-Gram. The 

kids Mary Jane identified are, from the left: third, Bill Hayes; fifth, Stanley Johnson; sixth, Mark Sorenson; 

seventh, Walt Styer. The adult on the far left is unidentified. 

  

Reminder: You can find older issues of the Hist-O-Gram, published since October 2010, 

at www. DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. 

  

Hist-O-Grams are emailed weekly to members and friends of the Downingtown Area Historical Society. 

If you want to make a comment, add your email address to our list, or have your email address deleted 

from the list, contact us at: Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. We won’t share or sell email 

addresses. 
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Downingtown area happenings 60 years ago 
 

News items retrieved from the May 1951 issues of the Downingtown Archive included: 

Officers of the DHS Music Association were: Mrs. Paul Detterline, president; Mrs. Everett Hughes, vice 

president; Mrs. Carroll Lewis, secretary; Mrs. John Myers, treasurer. 

Marshallton Girl Scouts who spent a weekend at Camp Tweedale included: Lynn and Pat Klunder, 

Emily Lambert, Sylvia Hall, Barbara Wallace, Susie McCue, June Brackbill, Susie Thompson, Gwen Curry, 

Joan Woodward, Barbara Durnall and Jeanne Edwards. 

Glen Moore youngsters who presented a song program were: Peggy Miller, Betty Cannella, Dolores 

Harple, Donna McKinstry, and Tommy Campbell. 

Local veterinarian Dr. James McCahon installed two-way radios in his car and his home on Lancaster 

Avenue. 

New officers of the Downingtown Lions Club were: Dr. William Reed, president; Leebert Chambers, 

first vice president; John Rogers, second vice president; William MacNamara, third vice president; Charles 

Raysor, secretary; Joseph Miller, treasurer. 

Dom DiEugenio and Bill McHenry hit triples as Downingtown trounced Morgantown 17-2 in 

Brandywine Baseball League action. Vernon Baldwin was the winning pitcher. 

Models for the Downingtown Junior Woman’s Club fashion show were: Mrs. Arthur Anderson, Mrs. 

George Bass, Mrs. Ethan Berry, Mrs. Francis Brown, Mrs. Wayne Bucher, Mrs. Emanuel Gindin, Mrs. Gerald 

Lyons, Mrs. Donald Stine, Mrs. Alfonso Travaglini and Mrs. Harlan Morrison. 

Music pupils of Harry Ryner who participated in a piano recital were: Ronald Doran, Arlene Nagy, 

Joyce Edwards, Marlene and Maxine Ingram, Gale Miller, Nancy Hadfield, Carol Bruton, Gayl Overgaard and 

Virginia Nixdorf. 

Rev. Francis Fox, rector of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, celebrated his 30
th

 year in the priesthood. 

West Ward School students who formed a marching band, led by drum major Gerry Deets, included: 

Bobby Simmons, Jerry Ross, Gerry Williams, Bill Sweeney and Bobby Stevens. Majorettes were: Judy Henry, 

Mary Jean Lillard, Joanne Ciarlone, Camilla Cassenta, Mary Ann Hamilton, Betty D’Attilio and Rosalie 

Sarmento. 

Art students, under the tutelage of Mary Manning, East Brandywine, who won awards for their work 

included: Mrs. Robert Wehrheim, first; Mrs. Norman Piersol, second; and Mrs. Sam Charles, third. Winners in 

the children’s competition were Joyce Edwards, first; Toni Yost, second; and Judy Manning, third. 

The Woodward twins, Jackie and Joe, had a surprise 16
th

 birthday party. Guests included: Shirley and 

Jackie Harple, Norman and Betty Woodward, Bill Davis, Charles Love, Donald Sipple, Martha Mercer, Mary 

Dougherty, Bill Rowland, Bill Showalter, Carol Lewis, Raymond Hamilton and Mary Jane Bird. 

  

Central Presbyterian celebrates its 150th anniversary  
Although it was one of the nation’s strongest denominations during the early 1830s, the Presbyterian 

Church divided into two schools of thought in 1837. The disagreement was about beliefs and the preparation of 

ministers in Calvinistic doctrine in the frontier states and territories. Eventually, the problems were resolved, 

and the church reunited in 1869. However, those disagreements affected the founding of the Presbyterian 

Church in Downingtown. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1843, the ministers of the New School began teaching in Downingtown. On June 8, 1859, the First 

Presbyterian Church of Downingtown was founded. And in 1860, a brick church was built on West Lancaster 

Avenue.  

  

 
Photo, taken by Francine Fulton, reprinted courtesy of Engle Printing and Publishing Co. 
Kathlene Hanick (right) and Roger Stickney, who wrote a history of the church, are part of the 

committee that planned a year-long schedule of activities to celebrate the 150th anniversary of Central 

Presbyterian Church in Downingtown. 
  

But a few years later, the congregation dissolved due to dissension. The church building was sold and 

became known as Central Hall. Later, it was the original Messiah Lutheran Church. 

Despite that momentary setback, a petition signed by 30 residents of the Downingtown area was 
presented on April 10, 1861 at the Newcastle Presbytery, requesting that a committee be appointed to 
organize a church in the borough. The church was organized on July 24, 1861, with 15 charter members and 
four elders. Many former members of First Presbyterian joined the new church. The first service was held at 
Mullin’s Hall on East Lancaster Avenue in Downingtown. 

The name Central Presbyterian was adopted because the church was centrally located between 
Philadelphia and Lancaster. 

Due to the Civil War, construction of the first church building, at 216 East Lancaster Ave., was not 
begun until 1863, and it was dedicated the following year. The construction contract was for $5,200. The 
building now houses Dane Décor. 

In 1971, it was decided that a larger building was needed to accommodate a growing congregation. 

Construction of the new church was begun in 1971, and on Pentecost Sunday in 1972, the congregation walked 

from the old church to the new one on Uwchlan Avenue (Route 113) in the borough.  Until the sanctuary was 

completed in October 1975, services were held in the church’s Fellowship Hall. The final phase of construction, 

including offices and classrooms, was completed in 1985. The church has approximately 950 members, and 

offers three services on Sundays. 

  



More people identified 

 
Longtime Glen Moore resident Ken Comstock tells us Agriculture teacher Harold Klinger is the adult on the left 

side of this photo of Ag students, pictured with their cows behind the Junior-Senior High School on Manor 

Avenue. The photo of the Class of 1952 pupils originally appeared in the April 20 Hist-O-Gram. Ken also 

claims Bob Walton is the second kid from the left. The others are: third, Bill Hayes; fifth, Stanley Johnson; 

sixth, Mark Sorenson; seventh, Walt Styer. 

  

Items on local history make great gifts 

Stymied on what gift to give for Father’s Day, weddings, graduations, or other special occasions?  How 

about an inexpensive gift that’s connected with local history and will give long-lasting pleasure? 

Noted below are gift items you can purchase from the Downingtown Area Historical Society. You can 

place an order by calling Parry Desmond at 610-269-8037 or by email 

to: Info@downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org. 

A copy of “Downingtown’s Greatest Generation.” This 80-page booklet is chock full of authentic 

stories about Downingtown High School alumni, who grew up during the Depression and then fought in World 

War II, while family and friends back home contributed to the war effort as well. 

Reprinted in the booklet are the 10 issues of the Alumni News, newsletters put out by the DHS Alumni 

Association. They were sent free to local GIs serving in the military between Aug. 1, 1943 and Nov. 1, 1945. 

Besides articles about classmates who were killed or wounded in action, the newsletters include 

many stories about DHS reunions,  Whippet sports victories, and tales about goings-on around town. 

The booklet, a cooperative project of the Downingtown Area Historical Society and the Downingtown 

Area High School Alumni Association, costs $10. If the booklet must be mailed, add $3.38, per copy, for 

postage and handling. 

The Downingtown Afghan, $60, shows colorful, artistic renderings of prominent historical sites in the 

Downingtown area. A 44-page booklet, describing each site pictured on the afghan, is included. 

A pictorial History of Downingtown book for only $20, which has nearly 200 old photos from our 

archives. The book’s 128 pages also include information about life in the Downingtown area many years 

ago.  If the book must be mailed, add $3.38, per copy, for postage. 

  

Reminder: You can find older issues of the Hist-O-Gram, published since October 2010, 

at www.DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. 

  

Hist-O-Grams are emailed weekly to members and friends of the Downingtown Area Historical Society. 

If you want to make a comment, add your email address to our list, or have your email address deleted 

from the list, contact us at: Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. We won’t share or sell email 

addresses. 
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Why did E. Brandywine’s and Upper Uwchlan’s populations decrease 

at the turn of the century? 

We understand that population growth has slowed down in the Downingtown area recently due to the 

recession. And before we matched 2010 Census data for the municipalities that comprise the Downingtown 

Area School District with the same communities’ populations a 100 years earlier, we already knew the 

Downingtown area has experienced skyrocketing growth since 1910. 

However, the 1910 population data for Downingtown area municipalities, published in local 

newspapers, included comparative figures from the censuses in 1900 and 1890 as well. And those totals showed 

surprisingly sustained population declines for two rural townships between 1890 and 1900, and again 

between1900 to 1910. 

East Brandywine’s population decreased from 995 in 1890 to 789 in 1900, and then dropped to 685 in 

1910. That’s a 32 per cent loss over 20 years. 

And Upper Uwchlan’s population inexplicably went from 824 in 1890 to 716 in 1900, and then down to 

685 (yes, the same total that year as East Brandywine) in 1910. That’s a 17 per cent drop over two decades. 

Inquiring minds want to know what happened in those townships during that period, while most of the 

other Downingtown area municipalities didn’t experience unusual negative population patterns at that time. Can 

someone offer reasons for these population decreases? 

  

Where is rail station now located in the Downingtown area? 

Jonathan Hoppe, a West Chester archivist, recently sent us an email seeking info on the former Green 

Hill Station, which was located where the Frazer branch of the Pennsylvania Railroad crosses over Greenhill 

Road in West Goshen Township. The station was built in 1891, and served as a station and post office until 

1919.  

“The station was a wreck but still standing,” says Hoppe, when Robert Brinton photographed it in 1938 

or 1939. Around 1940, the building was moved and set-up as a house in the Downingtown area. 

Hoppe is looking for information on exactly when the former station was moved and where the building 

is now located, if it's still standing.  

If the building is still standing, “I bet that homeowner has no idea the house has had such a unique 

history,” concludes Hoppe. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Hidden changes in this photo 



 
This is the DHS marching band, performing at a football game in 1948. The 61-piece group was directed by 

Willard Keen, and Santa Gringer was the drum majorette. In addition to the small size of the band, compared to 

the current DHS West and East bands, there are several transformative stories in this photo. The field pictured is 

now known as DiSerafino Stadium, where football is no longer played. The stadium was built for $24,000 in 

1939. The construction was funded by the Workers Progress Administration, one of President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt’s New Deal programs during the Great Depression. Immediately beyond the tiny visitors’ stands in 

the background is the Pollock farm, where Kottmeyer Stadium is now located. And further in the background is 

the farmland on which the original part of DHS West would be built in 1960. 

  

Recent donations to our archival collection 

  

Listed below are more items that were recently donated to our archival collection. Please note that the list 

includes many printed materials and photographs connected with local schools, churches and organizations. We 

are very interested in receiving items with a Downingtown area connection because they would be significant 

additions to our archival collections. So, when you’re getting rid of “old stuff” that’s been stored in an attic, 

basement or garage for years, don’t hesitate to contact us to see if we’re interested. 

Nell Jameson donated a copy of the Northwood Cemetery’s registry, noting the names, date and cause of death 

for each burial since the 1870s. 

Don Greenleaf gave us a program for the 1908 dedication of the Alert Fire Co. annex and the housing of a new 

chemical truck; photos of historic sites in Downingtown; a pocket-sized Bible given to GIs during WWII; a 

Rolls Razor and shaving brush used by Raymond Greenleaf, his father, and a 40 mm shell given by a returning 

GI to Raymond Greenleaf who served on the WWII Draft Board; a copy of “Little Miss Muffet,” given to his 

mother in 1908, and two cases of slides on borough projects; 

Busty Ruffini donated promotional material from Chemical Leaman and a patch truck drivers wore on their 

shirt or jacket; copies of ceiling prices established in 1952 by the federal Office of Price Stabilization; copies of 

campaign material for Armand Taraschi, and a list of local Italian-Americans who served in World War I. 

Carol Grigson brought us a copy of “Brandywine Creek: A Pictorial History.” 

Ross Mowery gave us copies of the 1930 and 1931 Cuckoos. 



Patty N. Doohan gave us a stool, which had been made by Chandler Johnson, who had a jewelry store on West 

Lancaster Avenue, Downingtown. 

The Downingtown-Thorndale Regional Chamber of Commerce donated photos and printed material related 

to its sponsorship of the Miss Pennsylvania pageant, plus posters publicizing its carnival, which was held in 

Kerr Park for many years, beginning in 1982. 

Bill and Janet Brookover donated material from three generations of his family, including: a bell from West 

Ward School, many Dopaco Diaries from 1940s and 1950s, a 1908 DHS diploma, DHS Class of 1959 reunion 

booklets, many records related to the building of Downingtown United Methodist Church on East Lancaster 

Avenue, records related to Tom’s service on DASD School Board, DHS yearbooks (1954-1960), photos of 

DHS 1931 football team and Sophomore (1929-20) Class, plaques and certificates awarded to Tom and Gladys 

Brookover, records (1902-07) of Shryrock Paper Co., records owned by Andrew Brookover, superintendent of 

Dopaco, numerous records from Dopaco and Frank Miller Paper Co., numerous items related to DHS, its 

Alumni Assn., and the Downingtown Rotary Club, commemorative plates related to local schools, churches and 

historic sites, DHS Homecoming programs, Blue & Gold (DHS) newspapers, copies of 1950s issues of “Every 

Week” newspaper for school kids. 

Steve Mascherino brought a commemorative plate with an ad for Kurtz’s Shoe Store. 

Sunny Cook donated old photos of Marshallton School students, the DHS band and a DHS class reunion. 

George Ciarlone gave us a photo of several male members of his family, taken ca. 1962 at Malvern Retreat, an 

ad for the Darktown Minstrels, and a video tape of events and activities at St. Anthony’s Lodge many years ago. 

Jean Markley Keiser donated a copy of her genealogy of the Aumiller family. 

Lew Pyle gave us a 1940s era card table, whose leatherette top has ads for many Downingtown area firms. 

Most of them are no longer in business. 

  

Clarification 

Ken Comstock sent an email to say he “only speculated” that the adult on the left in the photo of students, 

pictured with their cows behind the Junior-Senior High School on Manor Avenue, is Agriculture teacher Harold 

Klinger. Ken (DHS Class of 1953) also explained that Bob Walton is next to Mr. Klinger in the photo, and is 

not the "second kid" as was noted in last week’s Hist-O-Gram. 

  

Reminder: You can find older issues of the Hist-O-Gram, published since October 2010, 

at www.DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. 

  

Hist-O-Grams are emailed weekly to members and friends of the Downingtown Area Historical Society. 

If you want to make a comment, add your email address to our list, or have your email address deleted 

from the list, contact us at: Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. We won’t share or sell email 

addresses. 
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Historical Society needs $5,000 for a new furnace 

  

The Downingtown Area Historical Society has to replace a gas furnace for Ashbridge 

House, its 18
th

 Century headquarters. A new furnace will cost at least $5,000, based on bids by 

several local HVAC system vendors. 

“We are asking for contributions from our members and friends because this is an 

unplanned, unbudgeted expense,” explained Parry Desmond, president of the Historical Society. 

“We have to replace the furnace for the first floor immediately because our air 

conditioning system is dependent on the furnace‟s blower system,” continued Desmond. “And 

air conditioning is critical to the preservation of the documents and printed materials we have in 

our archival collection on the first floor of the headquarters.” 

Ernie Jameson, vice president of the Historical Society and our House Chairperson, is 

responsible for specifying the furnace, which will have a 95 per cent efficiency rate in order to 

minimize fuel costs. 

The Society‟s total revenue last year was $22,407, and membership fees only add up to 

12 per cent of our total income. “We‟ve always had to scramble for funding and watch our 

expenses very carefully, because we are a private organization that does not receive funds from 

local governments or public agencies,” noted Desmond. 

“When you consider that our restored, 300-year-old headquarters is a huge building with 

nine fireplaces, you realize it‟s a bear to heat in the winter months and control the temperature 

during the hot, humid summer months,” said Desmond. 

We hope you can make a generous contribution so we can purchase a much-needed 

furnace as soon as possible. 

Tax-deductible donations should be sent to the Downingtown Area Historical Society, 

P.0. Box 9, Downingtown, PA 19335. The Society is a 501(C)(3) non-profit corporation. 

  

Downingtown area happenings in May 1976 

The following news items were retrieved from the East Branch Citizen, a Downingtown 

weekly newspaper. 

More than 350 people turned out for a surprise party, honoring Rev. and Mrs. Donald 

Bowers at the Historic Strasburg Inn. Rev. Bowers had been pastor of Hopewell Methodist for 

20 years. 

Jay Peterson, West Bradford, of Troop 43, and Martin Roscoe, Richard Ryan and 

Edmund Zinni, all from Lionville and Troop 216, attained the rank of Eagle Scout. 

DHS teacher Edith Hille and West Whiteland supervisor Olga Taylor were among the 

“Today‟s Heroes” who were honored by the Freedom Valley Girl Scout Council. 

John Roberts of Downingtown won a $2,000 scholarship in National Washington 

Crossing Foundation Patriotic Essay and Scholarship Contest. 



Mrs. Arthur Anderson and Mrs. Gordon Carpenter, both of East Brandywine, won top 

awards at the Flower Show sponsored by the Garden Class of the Downingtown Woman‟s Club. 

New officers of the Ladies of St. Joseph Catholic Church were: Mrs. Virginia Martini, 

president; Mrs. Margaret Capriotti, vice president; Mrs. Mary Burns, recording secretary; Mrs. 

Rose Woodward, corresponding secretary; Mrs. Dolores Delaney, treasurer. 

Elected to the vestry of St. James Episcopal Church were: John Gillooly, Thomas 

Greenleaf, Pat Henry, Judy Myers, and Mary Seibert. 

Members of the First Communion class at St. Paul‟s Lutheran Church, Lionville, were: 

Erica Abrams, David Bittner, Robert Boden, Wendy Chikla, Debbie Edwin, Forrest Farrell, 

Alexander Gilfillian, Ann Schreiner, Kurt Stoudt and Jeffrey Zona. 

Members of the Easter breakfast committee at Hopewell Methodist Church were: Maxine 

and Ray Blankenship, Doris Sarmento, Al Kneuker, Patricia Mattson, Laura Cameron, Wenona 

and Ray Paul, and Dana and Ray Neyman. 

Recently baptized at Central Presbyterian Church were: Travis, Kimberly and Christine 

Palmer; and Joseph and Joshua Woodward. 

Recent property transfers were: 402 Farmhouse Rd., Downingtown, $40,200; 1404 

Crestmont Dr., West Bradford, $53,000; 110 Beech St., Uwchlan, $63,000; 124 Tradition Ln., 

East Brandywine, $53,830; 7 Highview Rd., Upper Uwchlan, $52,000; 102 Woodmont Dr., East 

Caln, $84,000. 

Thomas Stoner, junior high principal in the Downingtown School District for 22 years, 

was honored at a retirement dinner. 

Marsha Lyman was crowned Downingtown‟s Bicentennial Queen. Holly Howard was 

first runner-up and Lori Gregor was second runner-up. The court also included: Susan Erdman, 

Mary DiFuria, Diane Casenta, Kendra Brown, Diane Payton, Debbie Rowley, Donna Swisher, 

Joanne Wallace, Cheryl Wojtowicz, and Julie Hawkes. 

Members of the local camp of the Patriotic Order, Sons of America, who presented an 

American flag to the Downingtown Library, were Hurford Buffington, Weldon Bicking, Gilbert 

Cox and Allen Keim. 

Featured musicians in the Beaver Creek School‟s spring concert were Natalie Wolf, 

Annette Talucci, Krista Lang, Johanna Warihay, Sally McClure and Andy Mento. 

New officers of the Marshallton Methodist Church‟s Ever Ready Circle were Mil 

Wickersham, president; Grace Geisel, vice president; Elizabeth McIntyre, secretary; Mabel Gill, 

treasurer. 

Baptized at Windsor Baptist Church were: Tina Dewees, Larry Reynolds, Donna Risbon, 

Rae and Steve Singer, Carole Styer, David Supplee and Tim Yarnall. 

New officers of the Downingtown Welcome Wagon were Cathy Weiss, president; 

Dennie Dowell, first vice president; Jill Fettick, second vice president; Terry Moody, secretary; 

Carol Rodgers, treasurer. 

 Members of the Ukelele Band who performed at the Lionville Junior High spring concert 

were: Mike Celii, Mike Lynch, Stephanie Campbell, Ellen Jones, Sue Vogel, Andy Rolen, Eric 

Stretch, Steve Stockton, Kurt Brown, Kathy Frisby, Karen Jamerson and Shelly Nunemaker. 

Chris Johnson and Bill Sheeler were named the Outstanding Female and Male Athletes, 

respectively, at the DHS sports banquet. 

Four teachers who retired from Downingtown Junior High faculty were Fran Ash, Betty 

Muhly, Sue Rogers and Phyllis Hurlock. 

  



Former rail station is part of Downingtown councilman’s home 

Downingtown Councilman Bob Smith sent us this message regarding the query in last 

week‟s Hist-O-Gram about the current location of the former railroad branch station at Green 

Hill: “The house in question seems to be mine. When we purchased the house in 2000, the owner at the 

time, Al Wertz, had mentioned this, but had no proof. My wife Gloria and I would welcome any 
information.” 

Jonathan Hoppe, the West Chester archivist who sent us the query, has been in touch with 

the Smiths, whose home in the 200 block of West Pennsylvania Ave., Downingtown, includes 

part of the former railroad branch station. 

  

Why two townships’ populations dropped in 1890-1910 era 

Hervey Painter, former local realtor, offered these observations regarding the reasons for 

the decline of the populations of two Downingtown area townships at the turn of the century. His 

email response read: 

“Relative to the reduction of population in East Brandywine and Upper Uwchlan in the 

period 1890-1910, here is my opinion of the cause. 

“In East Brandywine there were several mills and manufacturing plants on the 

Brandywine in the area of Fisherville and in Upper Uwchlan there were several mills and 

manufacturing plants at Milford Mills.  History indicates that there was a serious recession in the 

1890's. 

 „It is my guess that these businesses suffered greatly during that period. 

 “These deteriorating buildings remained well into the 20th century with the ones at 

Milford Mills being inundated by the construction of Marsh Creek Dam around 1972.” 

Hervey is making reference to the severely negative economic impacts of the Panic of 

1893 and the Panic of 1907. Back at the turn of the Century, nationwide recessions were 

characterized as “Panics.” 

  

Circus at Kerr Park? 

Jenn Lyman Wagner sent this query: “As a child of the 70s, I remember going to the circus at 

Kerr Park. Does anyone know the name of the circus?” 

  

Items on local history make great gifts 

Stymied on what gift to give for Father‟s Day, bridal showers, weddings, graduations, or 

other special occasions?  How about an inexpensive gift that‟s connected with local history and 

will give long-lasting pleasure? 

Noted below are gift items you can purchase from the Downingtown Area Historical 

Society. You can place an order by calling Parry Desmond at 610-269-8037 or by email 

to: Info@downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org. 

The Downingtown Afghan, $60, shows colorful, artistic renderings of prominent 

historical sites in the Downingtown area. A 44-page booklet, describing each site pictured on the 

afghan, is included. 

A pictorial History of Downingtown book for only $20, which has nearly 200 old photos 

from the DAHS archives. The book‟s 128 pages also include information about life in the 

Downingtown area many years ago.  If the book must be mailed, add $3.38, per copy, for postage. 

mailto:Info@downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org


A copy of  “Downingtown’s Greatest Generation.” This 80-page booklet is chock full 

of authentic stories about Downingtown High School alumni, who grew up during the 

Depression and then fought in World War II,while family and friends back home contributed to 

the war effort as well. 

Reprinted in the booklet are the 10 issues of the Alumni News, newsletters put out by the 

DHS Alumni Association. They were sent free to local GIs serving in the military between Aug. 

1, 1943 and Nov. 1, 1945. Besides articles about classmates who were killed or wounded in 

action, the newsletters include many stories about DHS reunions,  Whippet sports victories, and 

tales about goings-on around town. 

The booklet, a cooperative project of the Downingtown Area Historical Society and the 

Downingtown Area High School Alumni Association, costs $10. If the booklet must be mailed, 

add $3.38, per copy, for postage and handling. 

  

Hist-O-Grams are emailed weekly to members and friends of the Downingtown Area 

Historical Society. If you want to make a comment, add your email address to our list, or 

have your email address deleted from the list, contact us 

at: Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. We won’t share or sell email addresses. 
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Baseball was played in Downingtown in 1866 
 

Downingtown had a baseball team in 1866. Baseball, which evolved in early 19
th

 Century America from 

English sports such as cricket, gained widespread popularity here, after Civil War soldiers learned the game 

while in training camp, and brought it back to their hometowns. 

The Downingtown team, known as the Mechanics, apparently wasn’t a rag-tag outfit playing pick-up 

contests, since several of their scheduled games were covered in 1866 byThe Village Record, a West Chester 

newspaper. And a review of articles in the files of the Chester County Historical Society’s library reveals that 

baseball was a very popular sport in the latter part of the 19
th

 Century. 

The Village Record’s coverage of one Mechanics game, played on July 30, 1866 at an unidentified 

diamond in Downingtown, provides some interesting perspectives on how sport fit into Downingtown 145 years 

ago. 

The Mechanics reportedly lost that game to the Waynesburg Stars 23-14. However, since Waynesburg, 

PA, is located about 60 miles southwest of Pittsburgh, traveling several hundred miles, via a horse-drawn 

wagon or two, to Downingtown would have been an incredibly arduous road trip for the Stars players in 1866. 

It’s more likely that the Stars were from Waynesborough, which has been known as Honey Brook since 1884. 

The young men on the Mechanics team included: Dunn, Brown, Humphrey, Bryant, Ferguson, Hilton, 

Cox, Mullin and Maples. It was not a high school team; Downingtown High School wasn’t established until 

1882, and didn’t have a baseball team until many years later. 

Following the game, both teams went to the Swan Hotel, where they had an “excellent” supper, 

according to an article apparently written by an unidentified Downingtown correspondent covering out-of-town 

news for the West Chester newspaper. 

The reporter also noted, “After the meal had been dispatched, and a little, friendly conversation indulged 

in, the Stars were escorted up town to where their teams (of horses) were in waiting, and after a song or two by 

the Downingtown Glee Club, they took their departure, seemingly well pleased with their day’s sport and 

entertainment.” 

The correspondent, who probably was paid by the word,  effusively concluded by claiming, “A more 

agreeable and gentlemanly set of young men we have never met, and hope that the friendly contests yet to come 

off may be as prolific of good feeling and mutual friendship as the one just closed.” 

  

                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 



 

When Miss Chester County pageant 

was held in Downingtown 
  

The Miss Chester County pageant was conducted 

at the Downingtown Junior-Senior High School 

auditorium in May 1950. Emile Longacre of 

Phoenixville won the title that year, and went on to 

win the Miss Pennsylvania contest and compete in 

the Miss America pageant in Atlantic City. Does 

anyone know how many years the Miss Chester 

County pageant was held in Downingtown? 

Apparently, the Downingtown Chamber of 

Commerce sponsored the pageant at least for one 

year. Any other details you can offer? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recall taking square dancing lessons from Chris Sanderson? 

Sunny Cook remembers when Chris Sanderson, a legendary Chester County character, used to give 

square dancing lessons in the basement of Marshallton School in the 1950s and 1960s. Each kid paid 25 cents 

for a one-hour lesson, which included his fiddle playing, and was interspersed with local historical lore. Anyone 

else recall Sanderson teaching square dancing at other Downingtown area schools, or anything else about 

Sanderson? 

  

They remember when the circus came to town 

Local attorney John Kiefel offered this response to Jenn Lyman Wagner’s query about a circus 

appearing at Kerr Park during the 1970s: “I think that Clyde Beatty/Cole Brothers Circus came to 

Downingtown, at least one time in the 1970(s).I vividly remember a player for my Babe Ruth League baseball 

team hitting a home run into the elephant pen for the circus at Kerr Park, and getting the nickname “Elephant 

Boy” for the rest of his baseball career. I think that home run was reported in the East Branch Citizen. 

“There also used to be a Babe Ruth League All Star baseball game held on the 4th of July at Kerr Park. 

That would be a great sporting event to revive in some form for Good Neighbor Day,” added John 

John also asked: “I have a question. Before the Norwood House Apartments were built, there was an 

outdoor concert held on the hill overlooking the Borough during a summer afternoon/night during the 70(s). 

Does anyone else have any memory of that event, and who might have been the bands that played?  We enjoyed 

a great free concert all day and night on Lake Drive in the Borough. I think law enforcement ended all the fun, 

with fans and bands scattering in all directions as the sirens and lights arrived. 

However, former borough manager Don Greenleaf wrote: “There was a circus held on the lot at the 

corner of E. Penna. Ave. and Wallace Ave., where the WAWA is now located. I attended that circus and rode 



an elephant. I do not know of any circus that was ever held in Kerr Park. This was immediately next door to 

Kerr Park.” 

Teresa Talucci and Mark Schubert also got gold stars for remembering when the circus came to 

Downingtown in the 1970s. 

  

Update on contributions to our Furnace Fund 

Last week, we informed Hist-O-Gram readers that the furnace at Ashbridge House, the Historical 

Society’s restored 18
th

 Century headquarters, has to be replaced. A new one will cost $5,000, a huge sum when 

you consider that our total revenue last year was only $22,407, and membership fees only add up to 12 per cent 

of our income.  

That’s why we’re asking members and friends to make a generous donation to our Furnace Fund. Your 

tax-deductible donations should be sent to the Downingtown Area Historical Society, P.0. Box 9, 

Downingtown, PA 19335. The Society is a 501(C)(3) non-profit corporation. Thanks for all your help. 

  

Doug Bennett’s last parade 

History was made, when Doug Bennett led the DHS marching band down Pennsylvania Avenue for the 

last time on Memorial Day morning. The band director will end his 41-year teaching career in June, when he 

retires. Bennett was honored when the crowd attending Memorial Day ceremonies at Kerr Park gave him a 

rousing ovation. 

The impressive ceremonies were coordinated by the Downingtown Veterans Memorial Committee, 

American Legion Post 475, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 845, and the Marine Corps League Detachment 286. 

  

Got a photo of the original Downingtown Farmers Market? 

We’re looking for a photo (black & white would be fine) of the Downingtown Farmers Market. Either a 

shot that shows the original Farmers Market, before it burned down in the late 1970s, or after it was rebuilt. If 

you wish to keep the photo, we’ll scan it and return it to you. Contact Parry Desmond 

at parry37@aol.com or 610-269-8037. Thanks. 

  

Clip joint will be open on Sunday afternoon 

We’re going to have another newspaper clipping & pasting on Sunday afternoon, June 5 at Ashbridge 

House, our headquarters on East Lancaster Avenue, in the Ashbridge Shopping Center in East Caln. Parking is 

available at the Chick-Fil-A restaurant next door, which is closed on Sundays. 

The sessions will be between 1 PM and 4 PM, but you can come and go at any time that’s convenient to 

you. Don’t forget your scissors. As usual, cookies and root beer will be served.  

  

Items on local history make great gifts 

Stymied on what gift to give for Father’s Day, bridal showers, weddings, graduations, or other special 

occasions?  How about a gift that’s connected with local history and will give long-lasting pleasure? 

Noted below are gift items you can purchase from the Downingtown Area Historical Society. You can 

place an order by calling Parry Desmond at 610-269-8037 or by email 

to: Info@downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org. 

The Downingtown Afghan, $60, shows colorful, artistic renderings of prominent historical sites in the 

Downingtown area. A 44-page booklet, describing each site pictured on the afghan, is included. 

A pictorial History of Downingtown book for only $20, which has nearly 200 old photos from the 

DAHS archives. The book’s 128 pages also include information about life in the Downingtown area many years 

ago.  If the book must be mailed, add $3.38, per copy, for postage. 

A copy of “Downingtown’s Greatest Generation.” This 80-page booklet is chock full of authentic 

stories about Downingtown High School alumni, who grew up during the Depression and then fought in World 

War II, while family and friends back home contributed to the war effort as well. 

mailto:parry37@aol.com
tel:610-269-8037
tel:610-269-8037
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Reprinted in the booklet are the 10 issues of the Alumni News, newsletters put out by the DHS Alumni 

Association. They were sent free to local GIs serving in the military between Aug. 1, 1943 and Nov. 1, 1945. 

Besides articles about classmates who were killed or wounded in action, the newsletters include 

many stories about DHS reunions,  Whippet sports victories, and tales about goings-on around town. 

The booklet, a cooperative project of the Downingtown Area Historical Society and the Downingtown 

Area High School Alumni Association, costs $10. If the booklet must be mailed, add $3.38, per copy, for 

postage and handling. 

  

Hist-O-Grams are emailed weekly to members and friends of the Downingtown Area Historical Society. 

If you want to make a comment, add your email address to our list, or have your email address deleted 

from the list, contact us at: Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. We won’t share or sell email 

addresses. 
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The High School was a Palace of Pulchritude 

  

 
  

  



Remember when many of us clustered around the TV to watch network coverage 

(starting in the mid-1950s) of the finals of the Miss America pageant, held every September in 

Atlantic City.? The competition was launched in 1921 in an effort to attract tourists to the seaside 

resort after Labor Day. 

The pageant became America’s highest rated TV program, but the audience began to 

erode significantly, starting in the late 1960s. And in 2004, when its audience fell to fewer than 

10 million viewers (from 33 million viewers just six years before) the American Broadcasting 

Co. stopped covering the pageant. 

A New York Times reporter wrote in 2005: "The talent show and the interviews, the 

pageant's answers to feminist criticism, were the least popular portions of the pageant, while the 

swimsuit part still had the power to bring viewers back from the kitchen." 

The pageant’s slow demise continued as only cable networks offered TV coverage and its 

venue was moved from Atlantic City to Las Vegas. 

But back when the pageant was still an American institution, the Miss Chester County 

contest and local competitions across the nation were an integral part of the Miss America 

selection process. 

That’s why 800 people jammed the auditorium of Downingtown Junior-Senior High 

School on May 13, 1950, to see the finals of that year’s Miss Chester County pageant. 

Elaine Longacre, an 18-year-old “true blonde” from Phoenixville won the title and was 

crowned by Downingtown Burgess (Mayor) Lee Hamilton. Dr. Charles Swope, president of 

West Chester State College, awarded Miss Longacre with a $650 scholarship. She went on to 

win the Miss Pennsylvania title and competed in the Miss America pageant in Atlantic City. 

Patricia Patterson, DHS Class of 1950 and daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Brouse, was 

the sole entrant from Downingtown.  

The Downingtown Chamber of Commerce apparently was the first organization to 

sponsor the Miss Chester County competition, beginning in 1947. And conducting the pageant 

apparently was a major undertaking for the local Chamber. 

John Brownstein and Mrs. Penrose Davis were co-chairmen. Chairmen of various 

pageant committees in 1950 included: Everett Hoopes, entries; Robinson McIlvaine, judges; 

Vinton Smedley and Earl Entrekin, tickets; Creston Shoemaker, budget; Frank Bishop, banquet; 

James Fennelly, program; Walter Hadfield, stage and decorations; Walter McClure, public 

relations; and Sam Charles and Marvin Esworth, ballot tellers. 

To boost ticket sales, 25 convertibles, transporting the contest entrants and the local 

Chamber’s pageant committee chairpersons, formed a caravan which wound its way through all 

the county’s “major” communities on the day of the final competition. The caravan was escorted 

by a state police squad car, driven by Frank Nurthen from the Coatesville barracks, and a sound 

truck outfitted by Bob Romig. Before completing the 219-mile sojourn, they all had lunch at the 

Exton Lodge. 

After putting on the pageant for four years, the Downingtown Chamber apparently 

decided it was time for another organization to take on the task. However, we couldn’t find a 

record of what group sponsored the pageant in 1950. 

  

  

 

 



They remember Chris Sanderson 

Regarding Sunny Cook’s query in last week’s Hist-O-Gram about the legendary Chris 

Sanderson giving square dancing lessons at Marshallton School, we also learned that Sanderson 

taught square dancing at schools all over Chester and Delaware Counties. 

A graduate of the West Chester Normal School (now WCU) and a teacher for 28 years, 

Sanderson also gave lectures to students about local history, especially about the Amereican 

Revolution and the Civil War. 

In fact, Barb Carter emailed: “I remember him coming to Downingtown Jr. High, where 

he gave talks and played music for us, and then we took a trip to the Brandywine Battle Ground 

and visited his home/museum. I think it was around 1959.” 

And when Downingtown celebrated its Centennial in 1959, Sanderson was grand marshal 

of the six-hour-long parade in the borough, which included some 5,000 participants and attracted 

more than 20,000 spectators. 

Another Downingtown connection: Sanderson’s 80
th

 birthday celebration was held at the 

Downingtown Motor Inn, the only place in the county that could handle more than 700 diners. 

Also, Rob McIlvaine wrote: “Now that my good friend Sunny Cook spoke up, I just had 

to get involved. My Uncle Tom McIlvaine, justice of the peace in West Whiteland Twp. at the 

time, invited Chris over to a party in his huge garage just off Route 30, between Whitford Road 

and Route 100. Chris played a fiddle and we all had a good time square dancing until the cows 

came home.” 

Ralph Hall’s first memories of seeing Sanderson on stage were at the Old Fiddlers 

picnics, then held at Lenape Park, and his calling exhibition or demonstration square dances as a 

part of the program. 

Sanderson “never drove a car and hitch- hiked everywhere,” recalls Ralph. ““He never 

had difficulty getting a ride. I picked him up on South High Street (in West Chester), and while I 

don't recall where I left him off, I expect it was Chadds Ford,” where Sanderson lived in a home 

which now is the Chris Sanderson Museum. 

Sanderson was reputed to have never thrown anything away. To see much of what he 

collected over the years, visit the Museum in Chadds Ford (see www.sandersonmuseum.orgfor 

details, directions and hours). 

  

More recollections of when the circus came to town 

Bob Stevens wrote that John Kiefel’s memory is “correct about the circus and the Babe 

Ruth League (13-14-15 year old boys) baseball games on the 4th of July in Kerr Park.  I was one 

of the baseball managers at that time.  Annually, we picked an all star team and usually played 

the LYA all stars on that day. What a shame that this has been discontinued.” 

Bob also noted that “John was a very enjoyable young man to coach and did have a lot of 

talent. His memory of the boy hitting the ball to right field and hitting the elephant is true.” 

And Larry Meredith wrote: “The circus also came into town regularly in the 1950s and 

set up right next to Kerr Park. There used to be a large vacant field that I don't think was actually 

part of the park. The town used to hold an annual carnival or fair on the same lot. I believe it was 

the Cole Brothers/Beatty circus even then. 

“One of those years, Stuart Meisel and I went down to the lot on the day they were 

setting up the Big Top. There were several tents about and we somehow ended up inside one of 

the side show tents. This was a long time ago and we were young boys, so I can't remember all 

the details, but I do remember clearly we met this lady who was a sword swallower in the Ten-

http://www.sandersonmuseum.org/


in-One or side show. She explained her act to us, showed us that her swords weren't fakes and 

how she could insert a sword down her throat. It left a bigger impression on me than anything in 

the actual show.” 

Also, Carol Harman Forbes recalled: “I remember amusement rides, as a child, on the 

school property of the old Saint Joseph's School, at the corner of Pennsylvania and Manor 

Avenues  in Downingtown. 

“My mother, Dorothy Maust Harman, talked of the carnival workers visiting "The 

Moose," when they came to town.  This was in the late 60's/early 70's.  I more vividly recall 4th 

of July in Kerr Park, where everything was free, from balloons to cotton candy.” 

  

We still need contributions to our Furnace Fund 

Hist-O-Gram readers have begun to make donations to our Furnace Fund, but we aren’t 

nearly out of the woods yet. As reported in recent Hist-O-Grams, the furnace at Ashbridge 

House, the Historical Society’s restored 18
th

 Century headquarters, has to be replaced. A new 

one will cost $5,000, a huge sum when you consider that our total revenue last year was only 

$22,407, and membership fees only add up to 12 per cent of our income.  

That’s why we’re asking members and friends to make a generous donation to the 

Furnace Fund. Your tax-deductible donations should be sent to the Downingtown Area 

Historical Society, P.0. Box 9, Downingtown, PA 19335. The Society is a 501(C)(3) non-profit 

corporation. Thanks for all your help. 

  

Items on local history make great gifts 

Stymied on what gift to give for Father’s Day, bridal showers, weddings, graduations, or 

other special occasions?  How about a gift that’s connected with local history and will give long-

lasting pleasure? 

Noted below are gift items you can purchase from the Downingtown Area Historical 

Society. You can place an order by calling Parry Desmond at 610-269-8037 or by email 

to: Info@downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org. 

The Downingtown Afghan, $60, shows colorful, artistic renderings of prominent 

historical sites in the Downingtown area. A 44-page booklet, describing each site pictured on the 

afghan, is included. 

A pictorial History of Downingtown book for only $20, which has nearly 200 old photos 

from the DAHS archives. The book’s 128 pages also include information about life in the 

Downingtown area many years ago.  If the book must be mailed, add $3.38, per copy, for 

postage. 

A copy of “Downingtown’s Greatest Generation.” This 80-page booklet is chock full 

of authentic stories about Downingtown High School alumni, who grew up during the 

Depression and then fought in World War II, while family and friends back home contributed to 

the war effort as well. 

Reprinted in the booklet are the 10 issues of the Alumni News, newsletters put out by the 

DHS Alumni Association. They were sent free to local GIs serving in the military between Aug. 

1, 1943 and Nov. 1, 1945. Besides articles about classmates who were killed or wounded in 

action, the newsletters include many stories about DHS reunions,  Whippet sports victories, and 

tales about goings-on around town. 

tel:610-269-8037
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The booklet, a cooperative project of the Downingtown Area Historical Society and the 

Downingtown Area High School Alumni Association, costs $10. If the booklet must be mailed, 

add $3.38, per copy, for postage and handling. 

  

Hist-O-Grams are emailed weekly to members and friends of the Downingtown Area 

Historical Society. If you want to make a comment, add your email address to our list, or 

have your email address deleted from the list, contact us 

at: Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. We won’t share or sell email addresses. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

Fruits, Veggies and Crafts 

Open 10 AM to 2 PM Fridays and Saturdays 

Boro parking lot on E. Lancaster Ave., next to Minquas Fire Co. 
      Vendor spaces $10 Call Val Diluigi (610-269-0344, x 200) for details 

___________________________________________________________ 
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Junior-Senior High project almost abandoned in 1932 

The Great Depression era wasn‟t the ideal time to build a new school. And even in the best of times, 

persuading taxpayers to cough up more coins to cover the cost of constructing any public building can be a 

major challenge for office holders. 

Despite those caveats, the borough‟s school directors recognized in the early 1930s that there was a 

definite need for a new Junior-Senior High School. 

At that time, West Ward School, built in 1909, was located on West Lancaster Avenue, near where 

Messiah Lutheran Church is today. It was seriously over-crowded because its growing enrollment included all 

Downingtown pupils in grades 7-12, plus about half of the borough‟s elementary level pupils. The other half of 

the town‟s elementary students went to East Ward School. 

Despite increasing unemployment due to the Depression, a majority of Downingtown voters consented, 

in a 1930 election, to increase the school district‟s indebtedness so a new secondary school could be built for 

$160,000. And in May 1931, the School Board agreed to build the new facility on Manor Avenue, on the 12 

acres recently purchased from W.I. Pollock. 

But plans for the school were almost abandoned in February 1932, when Harrisburg put a hold on 

approval of the $160,000 bond issuance because of “new regulations and the careful scrutiny being given by the 

State on all new school issues,” according to the February 1, 1932 edition of the Coatesville Record. 

The Record article also noted, “It is learned that the bond issue will exhaust the school district‟s 

borrowing capacity, and that the bond market is not in good condition at present.”   

As a result, some Downingtown residents petitioned the School Board to consider building an addition 

to the over-capacity West Ward School. 

However, that option was taken off the table when the School District learned in May 1932 that the State 

Department of Internal Affairs approved the new school plans. 

The new Junior-Senior High School was opened in September 1933, and West Ward„s enrollment was 

limited to elementary students. 

The former Junior-Senior High School became a Junior High in 1960, when DHS (now the West 

Campus) opened in 1960, the same year West Ward was razed and its students were transferred to the new 

Beaver Creek School.   

Over the past two decades, the Manor Avenue building has gone through several educational 

transformations. 

Now it‟s the site of the School District‟s STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) 

Academy, which is slated to open in September. Renovations for the academy are projected to cost $13 million, 

and the cost of curriculum, furniture, and technology will total about $4.9 million. 

  

  

  



 
  

This shot of the cast of the Downingtown Lions Club Show, performed in the Jr.-Sr. HS auditorium in 1950, 

demonstrates that the school was an integral part of the Downingtown community decades ago. (Photo from the 

Mylin Plank collection) 

  

Furnace Fund is about half way there 

Donations to the Furnace Fund have reached $2,200. That‟s about half of the $5,000 needed to pay for a 

new furnace at Ashbridge House, our restored 18
th

 Century headquarters on East Lancaster Avenue, East Caln. 

That‟s why we‟re asking members and friends to make a generous donation to our Furnace Fund. Your 

tax-deductible donations should be sent to the Downingtown Area Historical Society, P.0. Box 9, 

Downingtown, PA 19335. The Society is a 501(C)(3) non-profit corporation. Thanks for all your help. 

  

Follow-ups of previous Hist-O-Gram items: 

 The June 1 and June 8 Hist-O-Grams mentioned the circus being set up on the lot next to Kerr Park, 

where a strip mall is now located on the northwest corner of the intersection of Pennsylvania and 

Wallace Avenues in Downingtown. Frank Manetta tells us the Borough Codes Department is trying to 

determine the original name of the strip mall. Frank adds, “There used to be a bank there. Maybe it was 

the bank‟s name?” Can anyone help us with this puzzler? 
 Our October 20, 2010 Hist-O-Gram noted that the American Legion‟s first School Medal was 

established by Downingtown‟s Charles F. Moran American Legion Post 475 in 1920, a year before the 

post was chartered. Jesse Davies, commander of Post 475 recently told us that the Downingtown‟s 

School Medal program was adopted as a national American Legion program in 1926. The bronze 

medallion, which has been awarded to thousands of students across the U.S., including 345 

Downingtown area students over the past 91 years, was designed by internationally renowned sculptor 

R. Tait Mackenzie. Locally, the medal is awarded annually to a boy and girl at Downingtown Middle 

School, Lionville Middle School and St. Joseph School. 
All of our Hist-O-Grams, released since October 2010, are available 

via  www.Downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org. 
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Items on local history make great gifts 

Stymied on what gift to give for special occasions, such as Father‟s Day?  How about a gift that‟s 

connected with local history and will give long-lasting pleasure? 

Noted below are gift items you can purchase from the Downingtown Area Historical Society. You can 

place an order by calling Parry Desmond at 610-269-8037 or by email 

to: Info@downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org. 

A copy of  “Downingtown’s Greatest Generation.” This 80-page booklet is chock full of authentic 

stories about Downingtown High School alumni, who grew up during the Depression and then fought in World 

War II, while family and friends back home contributed to the war effort as well. 

Reprinted in the booklet are the 10 issues of the Alumni News, newsletters put out by the DHS Alumni 

Association. They were sent free to local GIs serving in the military between Aug. 1, 1943 and Nov. 1, 1945. 

Besides articles about classmates who were killed or wounded in action, the newsletters include 

many stories about DHS reunions,  Whippet sports victories, and tales about goings-on around town. 

The booklet, a cooperative project of the Downingtown Area Historical Society and the Downingtown 

Area High School Alumni Association, costs $10. If the booklet must be mailed, add $3.38, per copy, for 

postage and handling. 

A pictorial History of Downingtown book for only $20, which has nearly 200 old photos from the 

DAHS archives. The book‟s 128 pages also include information about life in the Downingtown area many years 

ago.  If the book must be mailed, add $3.38, per copy, for postage. 

  

Hist-O-Grams are emailed weekly to members and friends of the Downingtown Area Historical Society. 

If you want to make a comment, add your email address to our list, or have your email address deleted 

from the list, contact us at: Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. We won’t share or sell email 

addresses 

  

  

  

  

  

________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

Fruits, Veggies and Crafts 

Open 10 AM to 2 PM Fridays and Saturdays 

Boro parking lot on E. Lancaster Ave., next to Minquas Fire Co. 
      Vendor spaces $10 Call Val Diluigi (610-269-0344, x 200) for details 

___________________________________________________________ 
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Downingtown area news in June 1976 
 

The following news items were originally published in the June 1976 issues of the East Branch 

Citizen: 

The Downingtown School Board approved a $10.8 million budget for the 1976-77 school 

year. 

Officers of the DHS Class of 1976 were: Robert Thomas, president; Christian Norman, 

vice president; Deborah Burgess, treasurer; and Mary McGeehan, secretary. Top scholars in the 

class were: Richard Kerber, Paul McKibbin, Kathleen Caldwell, Mark Gaspero and Carol 

Schafer. 

Officers of the Downingtown Education Secretaries Assn. were: Marian Cattell, 

president; Mary Sheridan, vice president; Jean Gainor, treasurer; and Frances Baker, secretary. 

Officers of the Sts. Phillip and James School Board were: Robert Smith, president; Olga 

Palumbo, vice president; Harry Popplewell, treasurer; Mary Jane McBratnie, recording secretary; 

and Joan Schenk, corresponding secretary. 

These members of Cadette Girl Scout Troop 129, Lionville, attained the rank of First 

Class: Bonnie McKee, Debbie Dunleavy, Sharon Kelton, Debbie Pyle, Amy Sten, Connie 

Galbraith and Jeanne Minahan.  

Bill Mason, Downingtown’s Bicentennial chairman and postal employee, was honored by 

regional postal officials for his community service. 

Coach Carl Houp said it was a “dream come true” when the DHS baseball team won the 

Ches-Mont championship for the first time in 20 years. The Whippets beat Boyertown 3-2, but 

they were scoreless until the fourth inning when a Tim Hardy double sent Bill Dague home. In 

the fifth frame, pinch-runner Eric Miller tied the game on a Boyertown error. And Joel 

Ashinhurst scored the winning run on a single by Phil Mackey. Better yet, DHS  won the District 

I title by clobbering Interboro 10-1. Dague had three hits, and pitcher Tim Hardy  tossed a four-

hitter and struck out seven. 

Property transfers included: W. Bradford, 1333 Sherwood Dr., $47,900;  Uwchlan, 32 S. 

Village Ave., $29,000; Upper Uwchlan, 2 Kendra Lane, $65,900; Downingtown, 3 Court Dr., 

$38,000; E. Brandywine, 32 Hastings Ct., $37,250.   

New officers of the Garden Class of the Woman’s Club of Uwchlan were: Mrs. Walter 

Uhler, chairman; Mrs. William Edgerton, co-chairman; Mrs. Oscar Pladek, recording secretary; 

Mrs. E. L. Veite, corresponding secretary; and Mrs. Edward Burghart, treasurer. 

Members of Brownie Troop 88, Downingtown who received their wings were: Laurie 

Brookover, Regina Falcone, Eileen Ferris, Michelle Henry, Amy Kiefel, Cindy Pringle and Lorri 

Thomas. 

Junior Girl Scouts from Troop 442, Downingtown, who went on a five-mile hike were: 

Penny Bones, Heidi Brown, Patty Brown, Theresa Burns, Laura Clark, Kathleen Corrigan, 

Jennifer Esworthy, Koren Horsey, Janice Huyette, Denise Luminella, Gail Miller, Dana Nixdorf, 

Marjorie Snyder, Dawn Steely, Kelly Waltman and Lisa Warnick. 



Winners of the American Legion School Medal, presented at the graduation ceremony 

of St. Joseph School were Thomas Belnomi and Mary Ann Schneider. 

New officers of the Downingtown Junior Woman’s Club were: Suzanne McDermott, 

president; JoAnn Ogborn, first vice president; Janice Taylor, second vice president; Beverly 

Matthews, corresponding secretary; Marci McQueen, recording secretary, and Anne Taylor, 

treasurer. 

Recently baptized at Messiah Lutheran Church, Downingtown, were: Jamie Allen 

Ziegler, Kelley Jan McDade, Jennifer Lynne Finkey, Samantha Gordon, Keith Thomas Yoder, 

Peter Frederick Mattocks, Brian Alan Newman, and Cathy Vohringer. 

Female DHS athletes named to All-Ches-Mont spring sports teams were: softball Janet 

Reed, Sue Waldrop, Laurie Formica, Eileen Goleash, Sue Berry and Lauri Carcella; lacrosse, 

Edie Lyons and Chris Johnson.   

  

Furnace Fund donations have reached $2,320 

Although the pace of donations made to the Furnace Fund has slowed down, your 

generous contributions have reached a total of $2,320. That’s more than half of the total needed 

to pay $5,000 for a new furnace at Ashbridge House, our headquarters. We still need $2,680 to 

pay for the furnace without taking out a loan. 

This is an unbudgeted expense for a non-profit organization that receives no funding 

from local, state or federal agencies. And donations have always been critical to our survival 

because membership dues provide less than 12% of our total budget. 

That’s why we’re asking members and friends to make a generous donation to our 

Furnace Fund. Your tax-deductible donations should be sent to the Downingtown Area 

Historical Society, P.0. Box 9, Downingtown, PA19335. The Society is a 501(C)(3) non-profit 

corporation. Thanks for all your help. 

  

Follow-ups on earlier Hist-O-Grams 

 Regarding last week’s Hist-O-Gram, which included information on West Ward School being 
razed in 1960 and Beaver Creek School opening that fall, Cathy Murphy writes that her husband, 
Pat Murphy, attended East Ward Schoolthroughout his elementary school years. “He 
remembers the East Ward School students attended school in the East Ward building in the 
morning, and the West Ward School students were bused in for the afternoon for two years, while 
Beaver Creek was being built. That would have been for the 57-58 and 58-59 school years.” 

 Superintendent Dr Larry Mussoline of the School District relayed this message, regarding the 

article entitled “Junior-Senior High project almost abandoned in 1932” in last week’s Hist-

O-Gram, which ended with the notation that, in September, the building will be the site of 

the new STEM Academy:  

“Prior to approving the Academy project in August of 2009 for $18 million, the Board 

looked at constructing a third high school at a cost of $120 million to alleviate 

overcrowding at both DASD high schools. In essence, the innovative design of creating a 

magnet high school program around STEM pathways and the IB curriculum saved 

district taxpayers over $100 million and yet still accomplished the task of reducing the 

size of both high schools by creating a state-of-the-art curricular program.” 

  



           

  

 We noted in our Hist-O-Gram of June 1 that Doug Bennett led the DHS marching band 

down Pennsylvania Avenue for the last time on Memorial Day morning. Jon McGuckin 

sent us this photo of Doug with the band in that parade. Doug has retired after teaching 

for 41 years. 

  

Historical Keepsakes to be sold on Good Neighbor Day 

  

Lori St. George and Sue Zittle of the Downingtown branch of the International Order of 

Odd Fellows have begun to produce ceramic Keepsakes, which include a photo of a historical 

landmark in Downingtown. The first two decorative pieces they’re making for the Downingtown 

Area Historical Society will include either a photo of the Log House or the school building 

on Manor Avenue which has been attended by local students since 1932. 

The Keepsakes, which will cost just $15 each, will be introduced at the Historical 

Society’s booth on Good Neighbor Day in Kerr Park on the Fourth of July. The Odd Fellows are 

generously giving the proceeds from each to the Historical Society. 

Other items on sale at our booth on Good Neighbor Day will include: 

A copy of  Downingtown’s Greatest Generation. This 80-page booklet is chock full of 

authentic stories about Downingtown High School alumni, who grew up during the Depression 

and then fought in World War II, while family and friends back home contributed to the war 

effort as well. 

Reprinted in the booklet are the 10 issues of the Alumni News, newsletters put out by the 

DHS Alumni Association. They were sent free to local GIs serving in the military between Aug. 

1, 1943 and Nov. 1, 1945. Besides articles about classmates who were killed or wounded in 



action, the newsletters include many stories about DHS reunions,  Whippet sports victories, and 

tales about goings-on around town. 

The booklet, a cooperative project of the Downingtown Area Historical Society and the 

Downingtown Area High School Alumni Association, costs $10. If the booklet must be mailed, 

add $3.38, per copy, for postage and handling. 

A pictorial History of Downingtown book for only $20, which has nearly 200 old photos 

from the DAHS archives. The book’s 128 pages also include information about life in the 

Downingtown area many years ago.  If the book must be mailed, add $3.38, per copy, for postage. 

  

Hist-O-Grams are emailed weekly to members and friends of the Downingtown Area 

Historical Society. If you want to make a comment, add your email address to our list, or 

have your email address deleted from the list, contact us 

at: Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. We won’t share or sell email addresses 

________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

Fruits, Veggies and Crafts 

NEW LOCATION: Kerr Park Parking Lot, south of PA Avenue 

Open 9AM to 1PM Fridays and Saturdays 

Vendor spaces $10 Call Val Diluigi (610-269-0344, x 200) for details 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

mailto:Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org


Downingtown Area Historical Society Hist-O-Gram 

 

Interesting Local History, Accessed From Our Archives 

 

Vol. 2, No. 26                                                                                                 June 29, 2011 

 

 

 

 

St. Anthony’s league-winning swim team in 1965 

  

     

                                                                                      

 

 

David Walters, a DHS grad who now lives in Colorado, sent us this photo of the St. Anthony’s swim team, 

which won the Brandywine Swimming League in 1965. The team was coached by Michael McShane. 

 

 

 

 



Downingtown area news in June 1951 

The following news items were found in the June 1951 issues of the Downingtown Archive: 

Downingtown’s Friendly Committee welcomed Pvt. Nicholas Casenta, home from military service 

during the Korean War, at its weekly luncheon. Casenta, who had juggled since he was four years old, balanced 

a chair on his chin for the luncheon guests. 

Ronald Hogg and Jane Romig received DHS Alumni Assn. awards at the high school commencement. 

New officers of the West Pikeland PTA were: Mrs. Kenneth Lane, president; John Carmichael, vice 

president; John Roberts, treasurer; George Seel, recording secretary; Mrs. Harry Kulp, corresponding secretary. 

A new 4-H Club was formed at the Guthriesville home of John McCausland. Officers were: Joan 

Piersol, president; Jane Irons, vice president; Virginia Stayer, treasurer; Peggy McCausland, secretary; Joan 

Miley, music leader; Millie Krapf, game leader. 

Jimmy Charles hit the first home run and Nip Westmoreland scored the first run in Downingtown Little 

League games. 

John Talierco, led the DHS baseball team in hitting with a .463 batting average. 

Plans for the Good Neighbor Day, sponsored by the Downingtown Young Men’s Assn., included a 

child-calling competition. 

New officers of the Charles F. Moran American Legion Post auxiliary included: Mrs. Earl Shirk, 

president; Mrs. John Mercer, vice president; Mrs. Charles Rodgers, second vice president; Mrs. Paul Dague, 

secretary; Esther Williams, treasurer; Mrs. Paul McCombs, chaplain; and Mrs. Robert Garnet, historian. 

Installed as officers of the Downingtown Junior Woman’s Club were: Mrs. John Kaempfer, president; 

Mrs. George Bass, first vice president; Mrs. Arthur Anderson, second vice president; Mrs. Edwin Irwin, 

recording secretary; Mrs. Charles Hilton, corresponding secretary; and Mrs. George Dowlin, treasurer. 

Edwin Hill of Marshallton was cited as the most outstanding member of the senior class at graduation 

exercises at Milton Hershey Industrial School. 

George Nixdorf received the Outstanding Citizen award from the Downingtown Chamber of Commerce. 

 Winners at the Downingtown Iron Works picnic were: peanut scramble, Barry Piersol, David Ashton, 

Carol Reshey, Janet Hamilton; balloon kicking race, Ann Detterline and Nancy Anne Baker; peanut and spoon 

race, Charles Hepner and Julia Reshey; bag race, Stephen Speckart and Bonnie Plank; three-legged race, Jeanne 

Charles, Susie Norris, Dick Swisher and Barry Swisher; backwards race, Philomena Massimini, Charles Henry 

and John Dawson; leap frog race, Patsy Piersol,  Mary Phillips, Bud Moses and Bob Henry. 

Scouts in the Pioneer Troop, sponsored by Forks of the Brandywine Presbyterian Church, who went to 

Camp Indian Run were: Mardette and Marcia Krapf, Barbara Bernard, Betty Lou Furlong, Dorothy Rigg, Sandy 

Snyder, Lucy Kaempfer and Margaret Miller. 

  

 

 

 

$2,700 donated so far; we still need $2,300 for a new furnace 

Donations made to the Furnace Fund have reached a total of $2,320. That’s more than half of the total 

needed to pay $5,000 for a new furnace at Ashbridge House, our headquarters. We still need $2,680 to pay for 

the furnace without taking out a loan. 

This is an unbudgeted expense for a non-profit organization that receives no funding from local, state or 

federal agencies. And donations have always been critical to our survival because membership dues provide less 

than 12% of our total budget. 

That’s why we’re asking members and friends to make a generous donation to our Furnace Fund. Your 

tax-deductible donations should be sent to the Downingtown Area Historical Society, P.0. Box 

9, Downingtown, PA 19335. The Society is a 501(C)(3) non-profit corporation. Thanks for all your help. 

  

 



 

 

Game of Downingtown needed for autistic child 

Eight-year-old autistic boy from Uwchlan Township loves the Game of Downingtown, which he learned 

to play as a student at the Intermediate Unit’s Child and CareerDevelopment Center this past year. 

"He would be so thrilled to have his very own Game of Downingtown," according to his mother. "He 

immediately fell in love with this game when his teacher brought it out. I would really like him to embrace his 

love of history, especially local history. He is an avid reader, and will read and memorize every little fact of 

Downingtown." 

Anyone who wants to donate a copy of the game to this child should contact the Historical Society (610-

269-1709 or www.info@downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org) and we’ll make arrangements for him to get it.    

  

 

 

Betty Buckley Short’s reactions to the last Hist-O-Gram 

In reaction to the article in the June 15 Hist-O-Gram, about the Junior-Senior High School project 

almost being abandoned in 1932, Barbara Buckley Short wrote: 

“I read with a sad heart the destruction of West Ward School. I began my elementary years in that 

school, under Mr. Emery as principal, I believe.  

We moved from Mary Street. to Washington Avenue, when I was in the second grade under Miss Way, 

I believe. We lived in the house right next to the school. When we moved in, my father planted a small pine tree 

in the back yard, and photographs of all of my accomplishments were taken in front of that tree. When East 

Ward came down, so did my long time home and the tree.  

My memory of these events is cloudy in my 78-year-old mind. First, West Ward went down; then East 

Ward followed. I graduated from the original DHS in 1951 and saw the addition go on (in 1956). Many 

traditions fell during the years which saddened me, but I know the old must give way to the new. But memories 

are hard to give up. Now, with the new, larger schools, it is the memories that keep me going.  

The amazing thing is running into people from schools that were only known by sight or name and find 

they have become friends. To find out someone was in school with you and become reacquainted is great. The 

memories begin to roll out with a lot of laughter. 

 I didn't mean to ramble, but I would give one word of advice to the youngsters out there, attending 

schools. Embrace your school years; you will never regret it.  Tradition is not dusty; it is the memories that can 

sustain you through the years ahead. 

My best wishes to the Downingtown Historical Society. You are doing a great job of keeping memories 

alive for this senior citizen.”  
  

 

 

Holiday weekend? What holiday weekend? Clipping/Pasting continues 

Perhaps you won’t be going “down the Shore” this weekend or be at a barbecue until Monday, July 4
th

. 

Whatever exciting plans you have for the rest of this coming weekend, we’re going to have another newspaper 

clipping & pasting on Sunday afternoon, July 3 because we’ve got tons of interesting newspaper articles that are 

piling up. The clipping and pasting session will be at Ashbridge House, our headquarters on East Lancaster 

Avenue, in the Ashbridge Shopping Center in East Caln. Parking is available at the Chick-Fil-A restaurant, next 

door, which is closed on Sundays. 

The sessions will be between 1 PM and 4 PM, but you can come and go at any time that’s convenient to 

you. Don’t forget your scissors. As usual, cookies and root beer will be served. 
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Ceramic Keepsakes will be available at Good Neighbor Day 

  

  

  

Historic Keepsakes, designed by Lori St. George, will be on sale at our booth at the 33
rd

 annual Good 

Neighbor Day, on the Fourth of July in Downingtown’s Kerr Park. Both of the round ceramic pieces are 5 1/2 

inches long and 4 1/2 inches wide. As pictured above, each will have a photograph of a Downingtown historic 

site on the front side. Dannielle Vincentdid the computer work so the photos fit and were at the best angle on 

the Keepsakes. 

One version will have the iconic Log House, the oldest structure in the Borough. The other has the 1932 

school building on Manor Avenue in the Borough (future site of the STEMAcademy), attended by thousands of 

students over eight decades. 

Mrs. St. George, a professional ceramicist, is donating her time and efforts to make the ceramic 

Keepsakes, as a very active member of the Downingtown branch of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 

And as a good will gesture, the local Odd Fellows organization is supplying all the material used to make the 

Keepsakes. So, all proceeds from sales ($15 each) of the limited edition Keepsakes will go to the Downingtown 

Area Historical Society. 

Other items on sale at our booth on Good Neighbor Day will include: 

A copy of  Downingtown’s Greatest Generation. This 80-page booklet is chock full of authentic 

stories about Downingtown High School alumni, who grew up during the Depression and then fought in World 

War II, while family and friends back home contributed to the war effort as well. 

Reprinted in the booklet are the 10 issues of the Alumni News, newsletters put out by the DHS Alumni 

Association. They were sent free to local GIs serving in the military between Aug. 1, 1943 and Nov. 1, 1945. 

Besides articles about classmates who were killed or wounded in action, the newsletters include 

many stories about DHS reunions,  Whippet sports victories, and tales about goings-on around town. 

The booklet, a cooperative project of the Downingtown Area Historical Society and the Downingtown 

Area High School Alumni Association, costs $10. If the booklet must be mailed, add $3.38, per copy, for 

postage and handling. 

A pictorial History of Downingtown book for only $20, which has nearly 200 old photos from the 

DAHS archives. The book’s 128 pages also include information about life in the Downingtown area many years 

ago.  If the book must be mailed, add $3.38, per copy, for postage. 

  

Hist-O-Grams are emailed weekly to members and friends of the Downingtown Area Historical Society. 

If you want to make a comment, add your email address to our list, or have your email address deleted 

from the list, contact us at: Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. We won’t share or sell email 

addresses 
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Fruits, Veggies and Crafts 

NEW LOCATION: Kerr Park Parking Lot , south of PA Avenue 

Open 9 AM to 1 PM Fridays and Saturdays 

Vendor spaces $10 Call Val DiLuigi (610-269-0344, x 200) for details 

___________________________________________________________ 
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The first Good Neighbor Day 
 

John Morris of Downingtown sent us this email last week: “I have had a couple guys pop off to me 

about Good Neighbor Day. You know the drill; „It's Independence Day, NOT GND. Shame on Downingtown 

for missing the meaning of the day.‟ My effort to assuage their misguided thoughts has not worked.” 

We‟re not very good at assuaging, John; so we‟ll let you take care of that issue. 

However, your query made us start wondering about the first GND. 

Most of you only know about the modern GND, which began when Bud Bruton put together a 

committee that rejuvenated the Fourth of July event in 1978, and Bruce Moroney subsequently brought the 

festivities to greater heights over the last two decades. 

But before the modern version included all those races (Run For Life, canoe, Big Wheel, duck, canoe, 

etc.), plus food and craft vendors, amusement rides, fireworks and other attractions, drawing some 20,000 

participants and spectators over more than 12 hours of activities, GND was much different in 1947. 

. That‟s when Creston Shoemaker, who later served as the borough‟s burgess, first promoted the idea of 

GND because he believed that if Downingtown area residents had a reason to stay home on the Fourth of July, 

they wouldn‟t be among the thousands of people who died in vehicle accidents on that holiday in the post-WW 

II era. 

Persuading people to stay home on the Fourth of July back then was a tough sell. Many Americans 

wanted to be back on those narrow roads (this was about a decade the Interstate Highway System was built) 

again because gasoline was no longer rationed, and many people wanted to take a trip in their new cars. Don‟t 

forget, people often had to put their name on a waiting list if they wanted get a new car because U.S. automobile 

manufacturers had only recently begun to produce them, after only making trucks, tanks, Jeeps and other 

motorized equipment during the war years. 

Despite those challenges, Shoemaker‟s idea worked, at least for a while. 

According to newspaper accounts, an estimated 5,000 people came to Kerr Park for the first GND on 

July 4, 1947. Sponsored by the Young Men‟s Association of Downingtown, the initial GND featured athletic 

competition and music. 

There was a track meet and a tennis tournament in the morning, followed by a noontime dedication 

ceremony, featuring speeches by Burgess Lee Hamilton and Congressman Paul Dague. 

The afternoon contests included a baseball game, archery, a tug-o-war and a quoits tournament, plus 

novelty events such as rolling pin throwing and child calling. And afternoon and evening musical entertainment 

was provided by two “name bands.” 

We‟re not sure how long that format lasted, or when the Downingtown Optimist Club took over the 

sponsorship of GND after the Young Men‟s Association folded. Although we remember that GND died for a 

number of years, after the Optimist Club disbanded in the 70s, we don‟t know much about the subsequent 

fallow period. So, we‟re looking for some old timers to fill in those blanks. 

  

Reflections on recent Hist-O-Grams 

And John Miller, retired teacher and Glen Moore historian sent us this message: “The June 8 Hist-O-

Gram brought back some great memories.  Our church (Glen Moore United Methodist) always held a 

strawberry festival every June. If my memory is correct in June of 1950, Miss Chester County made an 
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appearance at our festival. I remember the men brought out an altar chair for her to sit on. It was rather exciting 

to think Miss Chester County would come to Glen Moore. I was six at the time, but have retained the memory. I 

can't guarantee it was 1950, but I am pretty sure.” 

Regarding the June 8 Hist-O-Gram, which included info about Chester County legend Chris Sanderson, 

John wrote: “In late spring of 1963, Chris came to Downingtown High School to talk to our Civil War 

Club. Howard Caskey was our teacher-advisor. It was a great experience as he shared his love of history and 

personal experiences. I enjoyed his Sunday talk show on WCOJ.  On the way home from church, I turned my 

radio to WCOJ and would often sit in the car, when I reached home, until his show was over.  If I am correct it 

was only a 30-minute show. 

“I never thought Chris would remember anyone from the Civil War Club, but in late June and early July 

of 1963, two friends and I were in Gettysburg to participate in the Centennial celebration and reenactment of the 

battle. There I was in uniform, standing on the street in front of the Adams County Courthouse, with two other 

local boys, and along came Chris armed with a number of Kodak cameras hanging from his neck. He saw us in 

our uniforms came over and immediately recognized us as from the Downingtown Civil War Club. The thing 

that made it so amazing was we were all in Confederate uniforms. 

Another person who has recollections about Sanderson is Jon McGuckin of Downingtown, whose 

family always listened to Sanderson‟s Sunday afternoon radio show. 

Jon recently wrote: “The first time I met him was 1962, at his 80th birthday at the original 

Downingtown Motor Inn….I was in the Boy Scouts, and we were helping at the party. After the party, Chris 

came out and thanked us. 

“Years later, when I was a senior at Downingtown, I played rhythm guitar for one of his square dances 

at the high school.” 

Life was good back then, Jon, wasn‟t it? 

  

Furnace Fund reaches $3,000; less than $2,000 needed 

Contributions to our Furnace Fund continue to trickle in, and total donations now have exceeded $3,000, 

including $331 that was tossed into a big glass jar at our booth on Good Neighbor Day. That means we need 

less than $2,000 in order to buy a new furnace at Ashbridge House, our headquarters.  

Coming up with $5,000 to cover an unbudgeted expense for a non-profit organization that receives no 

funding from local, state or federal agencies has been a challenge. And contributions have always been critical 

to our survival because membership dues provide less than 12% of our annual income. But we‟re confident that 

people will help us reach our goal because we‟re an integral part of a Good Neighbor community. 

That‟s why we‟re asking members and friends to make a donation to our Furnace Fund. Your tax-

deductible donations should be sent to the Downingtown Area Historical Society, P.0. Box 

9, Downingtown, PA 19335. The Society is a 501(C)(3) non-profit corporation. Thanks for all your help. 

  

Hist-O-Grams are emailed weekly to members and friends of the Downingtown Area Historical Society. 

If you want to make a comment, add your email address to our list, or have your email address deleted 

from the list, contact us at: Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. We won’t share or sell email 

addresses 

  
  

 

mailto:Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org


         Downingtown Area Historical Society 

 

              Interesting Local History, Accessed From Our Archives 

  

Page 1 of 2 
 

  

 

 

Vol. 2, No. 28                                                                                                  July 13, 2011 

  
 

We’re looking for info on the old D & L Railroad 

If you have information or a story about the Downingtown and Lancaster Railroad, which 

once was a major provider of passenger and freight service in Chester and Lancastercounties, 

please send it to Info@downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org.   

The railroad was a significant lifeline for many industries and dairy farmers that required 

local commercial transportation along the 28-mile stretch between Downingtown and New 

Holland until 1946. Passenger service was offered until 1930, according to an article in 

the Downingtown Archive. . 

And before there were school buses, some DHS students who lived in Lyndell, Glen 

Moore and other hamlets north of Downingtown, used the train to get to and from the high 

school. 

Today, most of the Struble Trail is located on the former rail bed where the train tracks 

had been laid.  

First known as the East Brandywine Railroad when it was established in 1854; the 

company’s name was changed to the East Brandywine and Waynesburg Railroad in 1860. That 

railroad went bankrupt in 1888, and was reorganized as the Downingtown and Lancaster 

Railroad, which was absorbed by the Pennsylvania Railroad in 1903. 

Following the merger, Pennsy officials named it the New Holland, but locals still called it 

the D & L or “Delay & Linger.” 

  

Know anything about Downingtown’s Girl Scout Troop #1? 

Nancy Thompson, local Girl Scout leader for decades, gave us a list of Girl Scouts and 

their leaders, who were members of Troop #1, based in Downingtown, probably in the 1925-26 

era. 

The troop’s leaders were: Mrs. Warren Crisman, chairman, Mrs. Luke Yocum, Mrs. 

Frank Taylor and Mrs. Robert Garret. Mrs. W.L. John was the troop captain. 

Patrol leaders were: Eleanor Johnson, Harriet Wood, Dorothy Van Tassel and Louise Van 

Tassel. And corporals were: Marion Laird, Florence Long, Ivagene Roberts and Ione Ranthus. 

Other members included: Annie Haines, Anna Dougherty, Beatrice Hale, Bessie Radcliff, 

Beatrice Shults, Caroline Spangler, Eleanor Levanite, Helen Lewis, Jeanne Pawling, Jeanette 

Anderson, Margaret McNelly, Merle Dowlin, Marion Foreman, Ruth Laird, Dorothy Phillips and 

Leta Tweed. 

We’re not sure if a local organization or church sponsored the troop, or whatever 

happened to the unit. If you have any info on the troop or its leaders, please send it 

to: Info@downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org. 
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Reflections on recent Hist-O-Grams and inquiries 

 Don Greenleaf tells us that the Good Neighbor Day (GND) track meet in 1947 was 

conducted at the DHS football (now DiSerafino) stadium, and not Kerr Park, like other 

GND activities. Don also says Downingtown physician Dr. Norman McKenzie, one of 

the Downingtown Young Men’s Asssociation founders, which sponsored GND in the 

early years, was the primary promoter of the track meet. McKenzie got Barney Ewell, 

world class sprinter and hurdler, to participate in at least one of the GND races. Greenleaf 

thinks that was after Ewell won one gold and two silver medals at the 1948 Summer 

Olympics held in London. 
 Bruce Nixdorf wonders if anyone knows where the film for the May Day program held in 

DHS football stadium in 1954 is. Bruce says the festival had a Roman theme. “There 

were togas and gladiators and all kinds of stuff, made by the students for that day…..Wes 

Pannebaker was one of the soldiers, I am told….. Louise Remetz the art teacher did a lot 

of work. I also think Elmer Hemberger did the filming,” claims Bruce. Although most 

DHS grads say they don’t remember much about the festival, Bruce says, “I sure would 

like to see that film!” Anyone have a copy, or knows more details about it? Send your 

responses to: Info@downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org. 
 Jenn Wagner is donating her copy of the Game of Downingtown, which was requested in 

a recent Hist-O-Gram by the parent of an autistic son. The game focuses on the history of 

the Downingtown area. Also, Linda Draper offered to give her copy of the game to the 

first local elementary school teacher, who wants to use it in class as part of the 

Pennsylvania History curriculum. Teachers should send their requests 

to: Info@downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org. Perhaps more than one copy of the game 

will be available after other people see this note. 
  

We only need $1,796 to meet our Furnace Fund goal 

Two contributors sent a total $75 to our Furnace Fund this past week, bringing the fund’s 

total to $3,204. That means we still need $1,796 in order to buy a new $5,000 gas furnace for 

Ashbridge House, our headquarters.  

Coming up with $5,000 to cover an unbudgeted expense is a significant challenge for a 

non-profit organization that receives no funding from local, state or federal agencies. 

Contributions have always been critical to our survival because membership dues provide less 

than 12% of our annual income. But we’re confident that people will help us reach our goal 

because we’re an integral part of a Good Neighbor community. 

That’s why we’re asking members and friends to make a donation to our Furnace Fund. 

Your tax-deductible donations should be sent to the Downingtown Area Historical Society, 

P.0. Box 9, Downingtown, PA 19335. The Society is a 501(C)(3) non-profit corporation. Thanks 

for all your help. 

  

Hist-O-Grams are emailed weekly to members and friends of the Downingtown Area 

Historical Society. If you want to make a comment, add your email address to our list, or 

have your email address deleted from the list, contact us 

at: Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. We won’t share or sell email addresses. 
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Borough played major role in nation’s Bicentennial celebration 

As the Bicentennial wagon train nearly completed its trek across America in 1976, some 5,000 

spectators saw 60 Conestoga wagons and other horse-drawn units trot down Downingtown’s Lancaster 

Avenue and pull into Kerr Park on Friday, July 2. 

Pennsylvania, which underwrote the national project, bought and gave a Conestoga wagon to 

each state. 

Local residents, who realized they were participating in a historic event, packed the park Friday 

night, as they checked out the wagons, their drivers and some 200 horses. The crowd also was 

entertained by a group of Penn State student-musicians, who had accompanied the train. 

Participants in the wagon train camped overnight in the park, while the horses were moved to 

the Johnsontown playground and the field next to the regional sewer plant. 

Friday’s festivities also included: the presentation, to the wagonmaster, of Rededication 

Scrolls, signed by 7,000 local residents symbolizing commitment to America on her 200th 

birthday. 
On Saturday morning, the train completed the last leg of its cross-country trip when it 

traveled, via Route 30 and the Route 202 Bypass, to their ultimate destination, Valley ForgePark. 
Nearly 20,000 people saw the two-hour Bicentennial parade on Saturday afternoon. In addition 

to the DHS Blue and Gold band and the bands from the two junior high schools, the crowds were 

entertained by a string band, six drum and bugle corps, and a fife and drum unit. The parade also had 

equipment from 19 fire companies, and 30 floats. The Chamber of Commerce’s float transported 

Bicentennial Queen Marsha Lyman and her court. 

And three local service organizations revived Good Neighbor Day on Monday, July 5, under the 

leadership of  Frank Brouse of the Rotary Club, Dick Byerly of the Lions, and George Pastino and Frank 

Schevets of the Optimists. In addition to kids’ games, there was a home run derby, baseball game 

between two Babe Ruth League teams, a fish rodeo at FirstLake, a flea market, and an Army National 

Guard helicopter on display. One of the highlights was the greased pole climbing contest, which was 

won by the team comprised of Mike Dowlin, John Wolfe, Brooke Harp and Terry Miller. 

There were many other activities planned by the borough’s Bicentennial Committee, chaired by 

Bill Mason and comprised of Theresa McCausland, JoAnn Ogborn, Franny Cannella, Jim Nelson and 

Nancy Mason. 
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The activities included: 

 More than 270 people toured the Log House, which had recently undergone extensive 
improvements, underwritten by the borough’s Historic Commission, the Chamber of Commerce, 
the Downingtown Woman’s Club and the Downingtown Rotary Club. 

 The drum and bugle band competition, slated to be held Saturday night at the DHS Stadium, was 
cancelled due to an electrical storm. 

 The Downingtown Ministerium held a worship service at DHS Stadium Sunday morning, July 4. 
Rev. Richard Wolfe, Downingtown Methodist Church, was the worship leader. Those who gave 
readings included: Rev. Richard Bartholomew, St. James Episcopal Church; Rev. Donald 
Bower, Hopewell Methodist Church; Mrs. Enid Brown, Religious Society of Friends; Rev. James 
Poindexter, Mount Raymond UAME Church; Rev. Charles Detweiler, East Brandywine Baptist 
Church; Rev. Bruce Poling, Central Presbyterian Church; Rev. Thomas Troy, St. Joseph Catholic 
Church; Rev. John Petrie, Fairview Presbyterian Church. 

 Chaired by Bud Bruton, there was a Canoe Race Sunday afternoon. Vern Shaw and Scott 
DiBerardinis won for the third consecutive time. 

 Presentation of “American Kaleidoscope,” a dramatic review of our nation’s history, in the DHS 
auditorium on July 8. Under the direction of English instructor Katie Hallman, DHS students in 
the cast were: Bill Cain, Cindy Griggs, Mark Fillaci, Nick Alfieri, Bill Mason Jr., Roberta Ekdahl, 
Cathy Kipp, James Rudolph, Marsha Yeoman, Barbara Kostic, Bernie Kefer, Janice Lyons, and 
Sally Wagoner. 

 DHS students who temporarily took over the borough government on Youth Day, July 9, were: 
Deidre O’Connor, mayor; and Council members Heidi Parvin, Scott Petri, Michelle Mathis, Steve 
Gotberg, Paul Ciotti and Joann Vasile. Also, Robert Massarella was borough manager, Ginger 
Haase, finance director; Paul DeMicco, police chief; James Kuirish, police lieutenant; Robert 
Waldrop, fire chief; Mark McCue and Cheryl Wojtowicz, assistant fire chiefs; Patrick Kinter, 
sewer plant superintendent; Susan Pannebaker, water department superintendent; Brian 
Formica, Streets  Department superintendent; Hillary Weiss, recreation director; Tanya 
Middleton, Code Enforcement Officer; Gina Woll, Health and Housing Officer; Roberta Ekdahl, 
Community Development; and Sally Wagoner, Borough Secretary. 

  

  

Editor’s Note: Ideally, we should have included a neat photo of the Bicentennial celebration in 

Downingtown in 1976, to go along with article above. However, the number of photos related to the 

Bicentennial in our archival collection is limited in number and quality. Bearing that in mind, we ask 

those readers who have photos, printed materials and/or artifacts related to the Bicentennial to consider 

donating them to the Historical Society. If you wish to give us any of your Bicentennial items, please 

contact us at:Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. 

  

  

  

mailto:Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org
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Petitioners want to rename East Ward School 

The Friends of Libby Ezrah are seeking support in their quest to change the name 

of East Ward School to M. Elizabeth Ezrah Elementary School. The Friends group is asking supporters to 

sign their name and include their home address on the petition noted below. The signed forms should 

be mailed by July 25 to: Ann Ezrah, 1507 Caln Meetinghouse Rd.,Downingtown, PA  19335, so they can 

be presented at the July 27 meeting of the Downingtown Area School Board. 

  

To members of the Downingtown Area School District Board of Directors: 

 

Miss M. Elizabeth Ezrah was a third grade teacher at East Ward School for 41 

years. During that time, she touched the lives of some 1,000 students, often 

spanning three generations of many families. Former students will attest to the 

hours of extra time she gave to assist them in improving their reading, writing, 

or math skills. Some will relate how she helped them, as recent immigrants to 

this country, learn to speak English. 

 

Miss Ezrah neither sought nor expected recognition for those many extra hours 

spent in her classroom with her students. She also was a familiar face to the 

downtown business community. When she walked she (never learned to drive) 

to school, church, doctor's and dentist's offices, bank, post office, shops and 

restaurants, she was greeted with the respect and fondness reserved for an old 

friend. It was said that almost everyone in town knew Miss Ezrah. 

 

The schools in the district have never been named after individuals, yet 

stadiums, gymnasiums and libraries have had the distinction honoring the 

educators who served their students well. I believe that the time has come to 
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recognize an elementary teacher who, in her quiet unassuming way, never 

wavered in her dedication to the students at East Ward. 

 

I support the renaming of the East Ward School to the “M. Elizabeth Ezrah 

Elementary School” in honor of one of the district’s longest serving, dedicated 

and revered teachers. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

  

Name___________________________________ Date  ___________________ 

  

Address _________________________________________________________ 

  

Downingtown Connection _________________________________________ 

 

Local organizations make major donations to Furnace Fund 

The DHS Class of 1957 made a huge contribution to our Furnace Fund this past week, bringing 

the total donations to $4,529. 

The 1957 graduates’ donation was made in memory of Harriet “Sissy” Ash Whittaker, who had 

been reunion chairman for the class for more than 50 years; she passed away last year. 

Three other local organizations—the Downingtown Lions Club, the Williamson Masonic 

Lodge, and the Downingtown Service Unit of the Girl Scout—also have made significant donations to the 

fund. And 39 individuals have made generous contributions, which will enable the Historical Society to 

buy a new gas furnace for Ashbridge House, our headquarters, and avoid taking out a loan to finance the 

purchase. 

The Historical Society is a non-profit organization, which receives no funding from local, state or 

federal agencies. Contributions have always been critical to our survival because membership dues 

provide less than 12% of our annual income. 
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That’s why we’re asking members and friends to make a donation to our Furnace Fund. Your 

tax-deductible donations should be sent to the Downingtown Area Historical Society, P.0. Box 

9, Downingtown, PA 19335. The Society is a 501(C)(3) non-profit corporation. Thanks for all your help. 

  

 

Historic Keepsakes available at Downingtown Country Gifts 

Downingtown Country Gifts, 147 E. Lancaster Ave, (former site of Oak Emporium) in the 

borough, has agreed to sell the ceramic Historic Keepsakes, designed by Lori St. George, a professional 

ceramicist. 

As shown below, there are two versions of the Keepsakes, each showing a landmark in the 

borough. One has a photo of the 1701 Log House, a historic icon on Lancaster Avenue, while the other 

shows the 1932 Junior-Senior High School on Manor Avenue, which thousands of local attended over 

eight decades. 

  

  

  

One version will have the iconic Log House, the oldest structure in the Borough. The other has 

the 1932 school building on Manor Avenue in the Borough (future site of the STEMAcademy), attended 

by thousands of students over eight decades. 

Mrs. St. George is donating her time and efforts to make the ceramic Keepsakes, as a very active 

member of the Downingtown branch of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. And as a good will 

gesture, the local Odd Fellows organization is supplying all the material used to make the Keepsakes. 

Proceeds from sales ($15 each) of the limited edition Keepsakes will go to the Downingtown Area 

Historical Society. 
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Downingtown Country Gifts, which is contributing all sales revenue to the Historical Society, is 

open 10 AM to 7 PM, Tuesday through Friday; and 10 AM to 6 PM on Saturdays. 

  

Hist-O-Grams are emailed weekly to members and friends of the Downingtown Area Historical 

Society. If you want to make a comment, add your email address to our list, or have your email 

address deleted from the list, contact us at: Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. We won’t 

share or sell email addresses. 

 

mailto:Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org


         Downingtown Area Historical Society 

 

              Interesting Local History, Accessed From Our Archives 

  

Page 1 of 5 
 

  
Vol. 2, No. 30                                                                                                   July 27, 2011 

 

 

Tidbits on life in the Downingtown area 35 years ago 

  

Editor’s Note: Since we devoted the lead story in last week’s Hist-O-Gram exclusively to the Bicentennial 

celebration in Downingtown, what follows are other news items found in the East Branch Citizen in July 

1976. 

  

 Mrs. James Watson was elected president of the Downingtown Golden Age Club. Other officers 
were: Gilbert Cox, vice president; Arvena Daniels, secretary; and Mrs. Dorothy Thomas, 
treasurer. 

 New officers of the Women’s Group at St. James Episcopal Church were: Leslie Landis, 
president; Ruth Ann Gillooly, vice president; Anne Buell, treasurer; Harriet MacDonald, 
secretary. The group recently organized the Lord’s Pantry. 

 Becky Messa and Rick Palski set records in their age groups, while competing for the 
Pennypacker Swim Club. 

 Penn Frey hit a grand slam homer as the Loyal Order of the Moose beat Maxwell’s in 
Downingtown Little League action. 

 Dave Bossert had seven strikeouts and Bob Melvin drove in four RBIs as Downingtown Inn 
trounced Pepperidge Farms in a Junior Babe Ruth League game. Bill Dague smacked two hits as 
Downingtown Wallpaper and Paint defeated Kelly’s Sporting Goods 7-0 in Senior Babe Ruth 
League play. And the Senior Babe Ruth League all-star team won the state title, beating the 
Valley, PA squad 7-2. Chris Watts held Valley to two hits and threw 10 strikeouts. 

 Bonnie McKee, Kathy Gillooly, Debbie Dunleavy and Jeanne Minahan were the hitting stars as 
National Liberty upended Nu-Car Carriers 18-13 in LYA girls’ softball action. 

 Real estate sales included: 1306 Broadview East, West Bradford, $48,900; 137 E. Lancaster Ave., 
Downingtown, $44,650; 113 Whitford Rd., E. Caln, $60,000; 315 Biddle Dr., Uwchlan, $54,000; 3 
Buckingham Dr., Upper Uwchlan, $57,000; 122 Tradition Dr., E. Brandywine, $57,215. 

 Winners of the Downingtown-Uwchlan Closed Tennis Tournament included: Helen and Terry 
Huegel, mixed doubles; Jeff McIntyre, boys’ singles; Lynne Potts, girls’ singles; and Becky 
Desmond, women’s singles. 

 Gretchen Worth won the teenage division of the Lipton Tea Tennis Tourney at Pennypacker’s, 
and Mark Bertolami captured the pre-teen competition. 

 Robert March swatted three RBIs and a homer as the Cards beat the Mets in the West Bradford 
Baseball League. 

 Valerie Freas, Downingtown, won the Eastern and National Open Baton Twirling Championships, 
15-20-year-old competition, held in Atlantic City. 
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 Members of Windsor Baptist Church, Eagle, who participated in the Institute of Basic Youth 
Conflicts, were Alice Styer, John Krisch, Carol Hughes, Larry Reynolds, and Debra and Bob 
Hegarty. 

 Helen Wagner was honored for her 16 years as secretary at Downingtown Methodist church. 
 Cynthia Markley was elected president of the West Bradford Home and School Assn. Other 

officers were Barbara Campbell, first vice president; Angelo Baroni, second vice president; Lynn 
Huston, treasurer; Jenine Lewis, secretary. 

 Members of the Downingtown Girls Softball League’s senior all-star team included: Keely 
Byford, Debbie Hannum, Cindy Klein, Jan Westenberger, Lisa O’Neill, Michelle Conahan, Pam 
Gara, Laurie Formica, Doreen Warihay, Sharon Clayton, LuAnn Creamer, Sherri Clayton and Sally 
Roberts.    

 Bobby Pierce scored 16 points and Mark Keller chipped in 11, as the undefeated Celtics edged 
the Braves 31-29 in the Summer Basketball League, sponsored by the Downingtown-Uwchlan 
Recreation Board. 

 DiBernardi’s Store pitcher “Chunky” Klunk continued to baffle opposing batters as his team 
dominated the Downingtown Slo Pitch League, and won its 19th straight tournament. 

  

 

Local happenings in July 1951 

  

 New officers of the Kerr Memorial Park Commission were Graham Bentley, president; Perry 
Tyson, vice president; Dr. Anthony Ricci, secretary; Chandler Roberts, treasurer. 

 The cherry pie, entered by Mrs. Charles Zittle, Downingtown, took a first place in the pie baking 
competition on Good Neighbor Day. 

 William Sheridan, Francis Fennelly and William Wilmot, representing VFW Post 845, 
Downingtown, attended the state convention in Philadelphia. 

 Lionville Boy Scouts who went on a weekend camping trip were Robert Peoples, Don LaRose, 
Davis Taylor, Carl Ruth, and George and Meredith Ruark. 

 Bill Jenkins won a Chevrolet, the grand prize at the American Legion carnival. 
 Downingtown players on the Chester County Midget Baseball League all star team were: 

Anthony Doto, Richard Short, Tony Price, Joe Mingione, Donny Mull, Tommy Woodward and 
Johnny Chilla. 

 Clarence Miles, Thomas Miller, Kenneth Comstock, Billy Ewing, and Larry Piersol of Boy Scout 
Troop 69, Glen Moore, spent a week at Camp Horseshoe. 

 Plans were being made for a 50th anniversary campaign to pay for the new auditorium 
behind Messiah Lutheran Church. 

 John Bousum hit home runs when the Downingtown Little League all star team beat Coatesville 
and Phoenixville in district playoffs. 

.    
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This is the Williams Street gang, which terrorized the west end of Downingtown in the 1940s. 

Members of the gang included, left to right, front row: Ged Manzi, Patty Hilton, Connie Osborn, and Fil 

DiBerardinis; back row: Rose DiBerardinis, Cora Osborn, Peg Smith holding Joann Smith, and Marie 

Hilton. 

Reactions to last week’s article on the Bicentennial celebration 

Roger Stickney, Central Presbyterian Church’s historian, brought a 35-year-old mistake to our 

attention. Specifically, our info about Downingtown’s Bicentennial celebration in 1976 included details 

on the worship service conducted in the DHS Stadium by the Downingtown Ministerium on Sunday, July 

4. The article noted that Rev. Bruce Poling of Central Presbyterian participated in the service. That was 

wrong because the pastor at Central was Bruce Ingles, and his assistant was John Poling. 

To solve the problem, we’d like to have a look at the printed program that probably was 

distributed at those who attended the special service. Would one of you kind folks retrieve that program 

from the treasure trove of Bicentennial material stored in your basement, garage or attic and look to see 

which minister from Central participated in the Bicentennial service. The wonderful person who finds 

that program and sends us (via Info@downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org) the correct information 

will receive a fabulous reward, a Hist-O-Gram every, single week. 

mailto:Info@downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org
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It should be noted that much of the info appearing in our weekly Hist-O-Grams, including all of 

the material about Downingtown’s Bicentennial in the July 20 issue of our Hist-O-Gram, was originally 

published, back in July 1976, in the East Branch Citizen, a weekly newspaper published in Downingtown. 

Whoever was responsible for editing that paper must have been a slacker. We’re happy to correct his 

mistakes. 

Also related to our coverage of Downingtown’s Bicentennial celebration in 1976 in last week’s 

Hist-O-Gram, Jack Hines of West Bradford wrote: “When the Wagon Train came across the states, they 

had created a coin that they handed out. I had one that was put into a walnut paperweight by Marshall 

Brinton and given to me. Unfortunately, it was stolen from my home in a burglary. Does anyone have 

one?” 

If you have one of those special coins and are willing to part with it, please send a message 

to Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org.  

Thank You! We can buy a new gas furnace 

Thanks to all the generous donors whose contributions have exceeded our $5,000 goal, we can buy a 

new gas furnace for Ashbridge House, the Historical Society’s 18th Century headquarters. Details, 

including a listing of the donors, will be published in next week’s Hist-O-Gram.  

Borough to send bi-weekly newsletters via e-mail 

The Borough of Downingtown plans to publish a bi-weekly e-newsletter, which will be sent to borough 

residences and property owners via e-mail.  The borough will also use 

e-mail to send residents important information such as snow emergencies and road closings. Those who 

want their e-mail addresses added to the newsletter list can register at the Downingtown Borough 

website at www.downingtown.org. 

Historic Keepsakes available at Downingtown Country Gifts 

Downingtown Country Gifts, 147 E. Lancaster Ave, (former site of Oak Emporium) in the 

borough, has agreed to sell the ceramic Historic Keepsakes, designed by Lori St. George, a professional 

ceramicist. 

As shown below, there are two versions of the Keepsakes, each showing a landmark in the 

borough. One has a photo of the 1701 Log House, a historic icon on Lancaster Avenue, while the other 

shows the 1932 Junior-Senior High School on Manor Avenue, which thousands of local attended over 

eight decades. 

One version has the iconic Log House, the oldest structure in the Borough. The other has 

the 1932 school building on Manor Avenue in the Borough (future site of the STEMAcademy), attended 

by thousands of students over eight decades.  

mailto:Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org
http://www.downingtown.org/
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 Mrs. St. George is donating her time and efforts to make the ceramic Keepsakes, as a very active 

member of the Downingtown branch of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. And as a good will 

gesture, the local Odd Fellows organization is supplying all the material used to make the Keepsakes. 

Proceeds from sales ($15 each) of the limited edition Keepsakes will go to the Downingtown Area 

Historical Society. 

Downingtown Country Gifts, which is contributing all sales revenue to the Historical Society, is 

open 10 AM to 7 PM, Tuesday through Friday; and 10 AM to 6 PM on Saturdays. 

  

Hist-O-Grams are emailed weekly to members and friends of the Downingtown Area Historical 

Society. If you want to make a comment, add your email address to our list, or have your email 

address deleted from the list, contact us at: Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org. We won’t 

share or sell email addresses. 

mailto:Info@DowningtownAreaHistoricalSociety.org

