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Downingtown Station Area – 1880s
The area around the Downingtown train station in the 1880s looked much different than it does today. The image
below shows a number of long-gone structures overlaid on a modern image of the station area:

• Only two tracks went through Downingtown at the time. In the early 1890s, the Pennsylvania

Railroad added two more tracks which resulted in expanding the Viaduct Avenue tunnel and a new
stone viaduct over the Brandywine River.

• The main station building was located north of the tracks where the current outbound shelter
stands. The station was described at the time as an “unsightly, tumbled-down structure” that
Downingtowners saw as an embarrassment to the town. (continued on next page)

• Two hotels were at the station to accommodate travelers. The McFadden Hotel was on the south side of

the tracks and the Pennsylvania House Hotel was on the north side. The property where the McFadden
Hotel was located was purchased by the railroad in the early 1890s in order to expand the number of
tracks as well as build a new station. The Pennsylvania House Hotel building was converted into other uses
in the mid-20th century and was torn down in the early 1980s.

• Milk from local farms was brought to a trackside platform each morning for shipment into Philadelphia.

This included milk transported daily on the Downingtown and Lancaster railroad from farms to the north.

• Water plugs were located at numerous points along the railroad in order to provide water for the steam

trains. The water at this particular plug was supplied to the Pennsylvania Railroad through an agreement
with the Borough of Downingtown.

• Other structures in the station area included a Western Union telegraph office, railroad tool shed,

restaurant, and saloon/pool hall. Also located nearby but not shown were a freight station, railroad
offices, coal facilities, and other miscellaneous buildings in railroad use.

In The (Old) News – Items that Made Headlines Back in the Day
In this issue we are including just one story on that was in Boston’s The Liberator on August 31, 1849, but was
originally published in West Chester’s Village Record.

Downingtown Mystery Pic
Can you identify the location in the photograph below? The first person to correctly identify the location of this
photo will be recognized as a truly perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com.
Unfortunately we get so many responses we aren’t able to respond to each one individually. Sorry!

Last Issue’s Mystery Pic

At least a dozen readers guessed that
this was the greenhouse on Route
282 in Lyndell. Several others
thought it was the greenhouse off of
Race Street near what is now STEM
Academy. But Anthony Fusco is truly
a perceptive scholar because he was
the first of only two persons (the
other was Victor Taraschi) to identify
this as the sludge drying beds of the
old sewage treatment plant on
Trolley Road. You can see a bit of the
Brandywine River in the picture.
(see next page for more photos)

The Sewage Treatment Plant on
Trolley Road – More Photos
Here are several more old photos of the sewage treatment
plant on Trolley Road. Below is the inside of the greenhouse
structure that was the subject of the Mystery Pic in the last
issue of History Notes. Sludge flowed into the structure
where it was dried in order to make removal and transport
easier. One wonders what the inside smelled like, especially
on a hot day! The plant was de-commissioned in the 1970s.
The property is now in private hands and is not accessible.

Downingtown
Group Photo
On the right, workers at the Downingtown Paper
Company punch out after ending a shift in 1955.
A lot of these workers then probably walked to
their homes in Downingtown. The image came
from an issue of the Dopaco Diary, a monthly
publication put out by the Downingtown Paper
Company.

Downingtown Vintage Ad
William C. South operated a photo studio in the Johnsontown section of Downingtown when he
placed this ad in 1912. South was a pioneer in the early color photographic process and
manufactured color printing kits in his building on St. Joseph Alley starting in 1905. The company,
however, went out of business by 1910 due in part from competition from another company,
namely Eastman-Kodak. After this, he opened the Keystone School of Photography as well as his
own photo studio. We did a “Then & Now” of the building which can be seen on YouTube here:
Downingtown Then & Now #40 - School of Photography

Downingtown
Date Stone
The corner stone for
Downingtown’s Bethel A.M.E.
Church on Prospect Avenue
was laid in 1892 and the
church opened its doors the
following year.

Advertisements for Non-Profits
Alert Fire Company Golf Outing
The Fifth Annual Alert Fire Co. No. 1 Golf Outing will be held on May 7, 2018. Information about sponsorship and registration
can be found on www.alertgolfouting.org
Greater Downingtown Business and Professional Women (BPW)
Meets monthly on the 2nd Wednesday evening, at 6 pm, in the Thorndale Inn for a dinner, networking, program and meeting.
All area women are welcome. Most nights there is a program such as a speaker. Call Cindy Markley for your reservation for
dinner at 610-363-1404. We meet each month from September to June.
Uwchlan Township Historical Commission
The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will open the Edith P. Moore schoolhouse on the first Sunday of the month from
May to November. The hours are 2pm-4pm. The schoolhouse is located on North Village Avenue in Lionville.
Spring 2018 East Brandywine Historical Commission Speakers Series. All programs are held at 3:30 p.m. at the East
Brandywine Township Building
Sunday, April 15 – “Historic Preservation” – Students of Dr. Lisa G. Doan-Harley at Coatesville intermediate High
School have been studying historical research and preservation and are eager to share their findings at this
presentation. As you’re driving or walking in East Brandywine you can become more mindful of the buildings – what
to look for that indicates the age and condition and give you insight into as to why it is important to save these parts
of our history as seen through the eyes of these young people.
Sunday, May 20 – “How Old is That Picture’ – Pamela Powell, Photo Archivist at Chester County Historical Society will
present a program that will introduce methodology used to assign a date range to historical photograph. Ever
wondered how old is that picture in the attic? What date are those family photos? Photographing process and visual
clues along with costume and background details will be explained. Time will be allowed for questions and individuals
may bring one image with them to be dated.
Farmers Market
Downingtown Farmer's Market will be located in Kerr Park every Saturday from 9 AM to 1 PM.
Community Luncheon
Central Presbyterian Church, 100 W Uwchlan Ave, Downingtown, holds a monthly Community Luncheon from 11 AM until 1
PM on the first Thursday of each month, October through May. Their popular chili, chicken corn noodle, vegetable beef, and
cream of potato soups are sold, along with sandwiches, salad platters, homemade desserts and beverages. For take-out
service, call 610-269-1576 and ask for the kitchen. Bring a friend, meet a neighbor, or come alone and enjoy good food and
fellowship.
Brochure on DARC Classes & Activities
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and activities, at:
www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, Monday thru Friday), 114
Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.
Library Newsletter
You can sign up to get the Downingtown Library’s newsletter via: http://downingtownlibrary.us12.list- manage.com
Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by volunteers,
and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All are welcome. Visit
web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. Joseph’s Parish Meeting
Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email:
cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org.

Clipping Events
Did you know that as part of our archival collection we have about 14,000 cards in our files that
contain newspaper clippings? During most months there are two opportunities at the Historical
Society to help clip and paste newspaper articles for this collection. The sessions are held at the
Ashbridge House, our 309-year-old headquarters, next to the Chick-Fil-A restaurant in the
Ashbridge Square Shopping Center on Route 30 in East Caln. The two sessions are usually:

•
•

The first Sunday of the month, 1:00-4:00 PM
Next one May 6th @ 1:00 PM
The first Tuesday of the month, 6:30-8:00 PM (with pizza!)
Next one May 1st @ 6:30 PM

Please check future issues of History Notes or our Facebook page for exact time and dates.

Historical Society’s Wish List
The Downingtown Area Historical Society is a non-profit organization proudly maintaining the
309-year-old Ashbridge House and a large archives. The society can always use gifts in kind with
an immediate need for:
•
•

•

A wide, multi-drawer flat file to store maps, and over-size photographs and prints.
General household items and office supplies including:
•
Light bulbs
•
Paper towels
•
Large and small trash bags
•
Glue sticks (used for our newspaper clippings)
Gift cards to Home Depot or Lowes. Sometimes we need to make quick purchases
so gift cards would come in very handy.

To make a tax-deductible cash donation, use this link
or send a check to the address below. Thank you!
Downingtown Area Historical Society
P.O. Box 9, Downingtown, PA 19335
610-269-1709
dths1709@gmail.com
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org
Like us on Facebook:
Follow us on Twitter:
Check out our Then &
Now series on YouTube:
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